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“ HYSLOP HOUSE” 


For two years the Society has been occupying the house at 15 
Lexington Avenue under lease. But the owners were desirous of sell- 
ing, and it seemed probable that at the expiration of the lease, next 
September, the Society would be obliged to move. A careful search 
for equally suitable quarters proved unavailing, and the trustees de- 
cided that it would be wise to buy the house, particularly as the pur- 
chase cost to the Society would result in a lower annual charge than 
that being paid as rent, and as they believe that the property will 
increase in value. Accordingly, the purchase has been consummated, 
and title to the house passed to the Society as of November 30th. 
Financing of the purchase has been effected through sale of a sufficient 
quantity of the securities held by the Society. 

At a recent meeting of the Trustees, the following resolution was 
offered by Mr. Gordon: ‘“ There has been in America one man whose 
name stands for the right kind of Psychical Research. To you who 
knew Dr. Hyslop, there is no need to set forth arguments in support of 
his claim to that distinction. To him we are indebted for our position 
in the world of Science; to him we are indebted for many of our strong- 
est and most loyal members; and to him we are largely indebted for the 
endowment which has made possible the purchase of this house. 

“It is fitting that we, his successors in a great work, should give 
him honor, and in so honoring him, should pledge ourselves to the 
carrying forward of that work to the goal which he set, and in the 
spirit which inspired him. As a memorial, therefore, to the one whose 
tireless devotion laid firm foundations for the work of Psychical Re- 
search in this country, I move that the headquarters of the Society at 
15 Lexington Avenue, be officially known as ‘ Hyslop House ’.” 

The resolution was unanimously carried. 





STIGMATISM AND IDEOPLASTICS * 


By RENE SUDRE 


Dr. Pierre Janet, member of the Institute and Professor at the 
College of France, has commenced publication of the ninth series of 
his studies at the Salpétriére Psychological Laboratory, under the 
title De Vangoisse a Vextase (On the Pangs of Trance). It is a group 
of studies in the beliefs and the sentiments. The first part of this con- 
siderable work is devoted to beliefs.’ I find it of great interest from 
the viewpoint of psychical research, not alone on account of the 
theories which its author sets forth, but equally because of the abnor- 
mal phenomena which he describes—in particular, those of cutaneous 
stigmatism in trance or ecstasy. I have already pointed out that it is 
necessary for us to follow very closely on the heels of all that goes on 
upon the frontiers. of the sciences allied to metapsychics, in order to 
establish and to multiply our points of contact with the body of 
uncontested knowledge. We have here a case in point. 

Professor Janet does not appear to be systematically hostile to our 
researches. He has made known his ideas on this matter in an article 
in the Revue Philosophique. If he regards the reality of metapsychic 
phenomena as insufficiently demonstrated (this, because he has never 
taken the trouble to study them), he grants that it is today necessary 
to encourage the scientific examination of these phenomena and that 
such examination is apt to lead to important results. To be sure, he 
is not in the least degree ready to take, himself, the initiative in this 
study. He utterly lacks the time for it, having on his hands the neces- 
sity for completing an undertaking of clinical psychology which he has 
pursued gloriously for forty years. But there may be found in this 
work numerous points of contact with psychical research; for super- 
normal psychology is before all else abnormal psychology, a domain 
of which Janet is uncontested master. 

I have already had occasion to point out the disagreement between 
Janet and the psychiatric school created by Dupré, on the problems of 


hypnosis and suggestion. This controversy is of essential interest to 





* This, like all M. Sudre’s monthly contributions, represents original matter, un- 
published abroad, and translated from the French manuscript by the Research 
Officer of the Society. 
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the metapsychist, and it is one which, in the book of which I speak, 
Janet has not hesitated to renew. For Dupré and his disciples, indi- 
viduals displaying psychic sensitivity are fabulists, simulators, malin- 
gerers, mythomaniacs; that is to say, they are psychopaths possessed 
of a mania to lie, and employing in pursuit of this mania all the re- 
sources of an imagination that is often prolific. Janet makes the very 
necessary distinction between the psychopath who lies consciously, 
for the pleasure of making others believe in his inventions; and those 
who fabricate unconsciously, deceiving themselves as well as others. 
There exist, likewise, all possible intermediary stages between the two 
clean-cut extremes; and this it is that renders diagnosis so difficult. 
This psychological analysis of the different levels of belief should 
always be kept in mind, when, as so unfortunately we often must, we 
come to weigh the question of fraud in metapsychic subjects. It is of 
the utmost importance for us to appreciate that a subject possessing 
true metapsychic faculties may be caught in flagrant fraud without 
being considered thereafter as a faker who must be discarded from our 
laboratories. Janet puts us equally on guard against the neuropaths 
who accuse themselves of deceit of which they are innocent—a case 
which is not rare in the field of our researches. 

The subject whose religious delirium is analyzed in Janet’s book 
is a woman, Madeleine, whom the author studied for several years at the 
Salpétriére hospital. From birth she was of delicate health and ex- 
treme impressionability. She had visions of supernatural appear- 
ance, and at night felt apparitions leaning over her and embracing her. 
She loved religious books, displayed exemplary conduct, and had a 
horror of suffering in others. At the onset of puberty she began to 
display crises of trance or ecstasy, consisting in a state of torpor 
during which the exterior world disappeared to give place to a deli- 
cious interior gratification. She had likewise obsessions, periodic 
depressions, and all sorts of neuropathic troubles which struck an 
ascending scale right up to the point where the subject left her family 
to regulate her life in accord with her ideal. This ideal was one of 
misery, of suffering, of devotion to the poor, of love of the cross and 
of Christ. She pursued it for. twenty-four years, living as farm-girl 
and laboring woman, giving herself over to all sorts of mean tasks, 
leaving upon associates the impression of a saint. Unfortunately her 
eccentricities brought her several times into the hands of the police, 
and led to her imprisonment. She was released, but remained under 
surveillance of the authorities. as a semi-lunatic, with a delusion of 


persecution. Her health became more and more impaired, and she 
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began to present a singular mania, that of walking upon tiptoe, by 
virtue of a true permanent contraction of the muscles. At the age of 
forty-two she was admitted to Salpétriére by Charcot, who assigned 
Janet to her case. 

The doctor gained her confidence, and not only was able to keep 
a record from day to day of the singular phenomena which presented 
themselves, but actually obtained, in the form of a daily written con- 
fessional, information which greatly added to the value of his own 
observations. Madeleine was not illiterate, writing with some elegance. 
She composed verse, and designed religious tableaux strongly reminis- 
cent of those of the early Christians. At certain times she went into a 
psychological condition which she called the “ state of consolation,” 
of which the chief characteristic was the trance. After a period of 
self-communion during which she would lose her voice, Madeleine would 
assume an attitude of rigid immobility from which nothing could stir 
her. Sometimes this would be an attitude of prayer, but more often 
that of the crucifixion. Eyes closed, legs together, arms extended, the 
patient would remain for hours and up to two and a half days, in deep 
sleep. No external stimulation would revive her. She would claim, on 
awaking, that in this state “ her spirit and her heart would soar into 
an immense horizon, where they would sink and lose themselves deli- 
ciously.” ‘Then she would join herself with God in closest intimacy, 
the union giving her a deep voluptuous joy, which she would render, like 
St. Theresa, in highly lyrical imagery. She would also receive, in this 
state, information on the mystery of the Creation, upon the Assumption 
of the Virgin Mary, and upon intercourse with the angels. In intensity 
of sentiment and poverty of thought all this is comparable with the 
customary mediumistic revelations of the spheres of the Beyond. She 
would see the souls of mortals in symbolic costumes, corresponding to 
the purity of their souls. She likewise had telesthetic visions: she saw 
her old nurse die—unfortunately the author, in his horror of the “ mar- 
velous,” has not sought to determine the correspondence with fact! 
Finally, the subject had the impression of being lifted, of passing over 
and through space, of flying high and overlooking unknown lands. 
Dr. Janet, one day, placed her on a balance to convince her that these 
levitations were imaginary ; but she was unwilling to yield, and accused 
the balance of being falsified by the devil. 

I do not stress the other characteristics of Madeleine’s trance 
notably its sexual aspects. These are identical with what occurred 
in the case of St. Theresa and the majority of the mystics. Equally 
I put aside, as out of our field despite their intrinsic interest, the 
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descriptions of the subordinate psychological states during which the 
unfortunate patient was assailed with doubts, with temptations, with 
“ state of 


barrenness ” or of interior emptiness. We leave all this in turning 


obsessions of various sorts, or in which she passed through a 


directly to the stigmatic phenomenon, which lies on the border of the 
psychic domain and which we may regard as an introduction to ideo- 
plastics. 

This phenomenon of stigmatism is a very old one. We find it in 
all the literature of the Christian mystics, and it has been pictured 
in the tableaux of these primitives. It has also been produced in 
modern times, and F. W. H. Myers has cited the most important case 
in his Human Personality.*. Every Friday for two years this young 
woman showed bleeding wounds in her sides, her feet and her hands. 
The rest of the time, these wounds had the appearance of dry red 
patches, about half an inch in the longest diameter. The wounds in 
the side lay between the fifth and sixth ribs. On the forehead, the 
blood was seen to issue from twelve or fifteen minute points arranged 
in a circular form in order to represent the stigmata of Jesus’s crown 
of thorns. The quantity of blood lost on each occasion was seven- 
eighths of a quart. 

Myers quotes another more remarkable case, in which an American, 
Mrs. Stuckenborg, showed wounds on the hands and feet, a wound in 
the side, a cross on the forehead, a large cross and a heart on the chest, 
and the letters I. H. S. on the right shoulder. Other cases of extreme 
interest have been reported by Dr. Biggs, of Lima, in 1885, and com- 
mented upon by Gurney in the Journal of the (British) S. P. R. 

The case of Madeleine is simpler but of the same nature. On the 
day after her trances, she would manifest small erosions on the skin of 
the feet, the hands and the chest, in exact reproduction of the five 
wounds of Christ. In seven years Janet observed these a score of 
times. They coincided in general with the appearance of the menses, 
or else were apparent after violent emotions. These stigmata were in 
the form of small excoriations on hands and feet, not at all deep, hardly 
passing through the skin, oval, with major and minor diameters of some 
ten and seven millimeters, respectively. They were preceded by the 
formation of a small pemphigoid bubble. The stigmata on the side 
were larger, measuring about 3.0 by 1.2 centimeters. They appeared 
on the chest, across the right breast. The edges would be whitish, a 
little contused; the rosy background would develop a rather profuse 





2 Vol. I, Appendices, pp. 492 ff. 
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ooze of blood and serum. These wounds would heal fast enough when 
covered with a light dressing. But they would reappear sooner or 
later, under any one of various influences, and in the identical places. 

Dr. Janet tried to assure himself that these wounds were not pro- 
duced by any external action—a rubbing, a grating, a blow or shock 
of any sort. Madeleine insisted that the phenomenon occurred spon- 
taneously. Now ordinarily she was truthful; but the problem of 
truthfulness takes a very different form in pathological cases from 
that which it displays with normal persons. So Janet resolved to 
apply a seal to the affected parts, in the form of dressings. This was at 
first a simple matter of cotton-batting bandages fixed in position with 
wax seals. Later he employed a small apparatus consisting of a metal 
plate fixed to the instep, and having a watch-crystal set in at its central 
zone, over the point at which the stigmata ordinarily occurred. Cords 
and wax seals held the whole in place upon the leg. Unfortunately, 
this apparatus had to be worn continuously, and its friction gave rise 
to erosions of all sorts. Further, the stigmata did not occur with it, 
or were produced at other points than those covered by the device. 
Nevertheless, there was one result which Janet qualifies as “ curious 
enough.” One day Madeleine predicted that severe soreness of the usual 
sort would appear on top of the right foot. At this moment the skin 
was intact, save for a slight depression and a notable redness at the 
point where the stigmata habitually occurred. Janet now applied the 
protective apparatus with care. The next day an excoriation 1.0 by 
0.5 centimeter, with serum and blood running, was visible through the 
glass. A similar excoriation was produced on the other foot. 

In spite of his early experiments which we shall cite further, Dr. 
Janet’s habit is to declare himself skeptical of all phenomena which 
present the appearance of the marvelous. Also he reserves the possi- 
bility of a traumatic fraud in Madeleine’s case. He reminds us that 
she burned the two letters J. M. (Jesus-Marie) upon her chest. More- 
over, she often had on her skin minor eruptions which arose either out 
of cutaneous troubles or from scraping and pressing by the ‘patient 
herself during her crises. Janet adds that he tried to suggest to her, 
directly or in the name of God, the production of the stigmata at given 
points on the skin; and that this attempt was never successful. The 
more severe crucifixion crises were not followed by stigmata; on the 
contrary, these would appear, in unexpected fashion, after the crises 
in which there had been no element of crucifixion. Finally, a simple 
pellet of cotton, attached in the region of the ankle bone, has led to 
lesions analogous to the stigmata. In short, Janet tries to reconcile 
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the phenomena with a normal interpretation. This is the position 
taken by all the opponents of metapsychics; but it is one that can with 
difficulty be defended when we come to stigmatic phenomena produced 
by certain other subjects under conditions of experimental certitude. 

In his admirable work, l’Automatisme Psychologique, Janet sets 
forth in 1889, “* facts much more curious and much more difficult of 
explanation in the present state of psychological science: . . . those 
suggestions which seem to act not upon the somnambulist’s thought, 
but upon his body.” In the first place, he has burns produced by sug- 
gestion. Working with two subjects, Janet succeeded in producing 
this phenomenon under his own eyes. With Léonie he obtained a strong 
redness and a swelling of the skin; with Rose a true burn which gave a 
white blister followed the next day by a hardened scab. The duplica- 
tion through suggestion of the effects of a mustard plaster—sinapism, 
in technical terms—was even more demonstrative. It was produced 
slowly with Léonie and more rapidly with Rose. In several hours, 
with this latter subject, the skin reddened severely at the point indi- 
cated, and became swollen with a sinapism of which the effects persisted 
even longer than in the normal case. Granting the importance of this 
experiment, we may reproduce the original text of the experimenter: 

** This swelling of the skin is in close correspondence with the som- 
nambulist’s thoughts. In the first place, it occurs at the point which 
has been designated, and at no other. Then, it takes the form which 
the subject ascribes to it. I said one day to Rose, who was suffering 
from hysterical contractions of the chest, that I was placing a mustard 
plaster upon the affected region to give relief. Several hours later I 
observed a dull red inflammation in the form of an elongated rectangle; 
but there was one singular detail consisting in the rounding off of all 
four corners. I remarked that her plaster had a peculiar shape. She 
replied: ‘* Why, don’t you know that one always cuts off the corners 
of Rigollot (a manufacturer’s name) plasters, so that they will look 
better?” The preconceived idea of the shape of the plaster had deter- 
mined the shape of the reddened region. I then tried, on another 
day, suggesting to her that I was cutting a plaster into the shape of a 
six-pointed star; after which, the red mark had exactly the shape 
which I had said. I suggested to Léonie a sinapism upon her chest, at 
the left side, in the form of an S, to relieve her nervous asthma. My 
suggestion completely relieved the malady, and left a large distinct 
S-shaped mark upon her chest! ” 





At this period, Janet had never had any suspicion that he had been 
tricked by his subjects. In his Medications psychologiques, written 
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thirty years later in 1919, he declares himself no longer certain of the 
validity of these phenomena, because of the difficulty of maintaining 
an adequate surveillance upon the subjects; and because, in seeking to 
repeat the experiments, he had been unable to get any results of in- 
terest. Janet’s present opinion is in agreement with a rather general 
attitude as regards what are apt to be called “ the marvelous powers ” 
of the mind: it in no sense detracts from the value of his direct obser- 
vations which have been confirmed by other experimenters. I will 
cite only the observations of Professor Beaunis, with a reminder that 
they carry the authority attaching to the name of a Professor of 
Physiology of the University of Nancy, and that they are of unques- 
tionable certitude. 

During the hypnotic sleep, Beaunis suggested to his subject, Mme. 
A. E., that a red spot be produced at such point of her body as he 
would designate. Within ten minutes of awaking, without the subject’s 
having left his sight, the spot appeared, increased in intensity, and 
gradually vanished. “ Every precaution was taken,” says Beaunis, 
“to prevent the subject from applying any mechanical action to the 
designated spot; she was under constant observation to this end.” 
When the suggestion was strong enough, he got an actual inflamma- 
tion, with swelling of the skin. Experiments were made with another 
subject, in the presence of Beaunis and his Faculty colleagues Bern- 
heim, Liégeois, Liébault, etc. Eight postage stamps were stuck on 
the left shoulder of this subject, and the suggestion given that they 
were a vesicatory. They were then covered with gummed taffeta and 
a compress, and the subject was placed under careful observation. 
The following morning, the dressing was removed in the presence of 
witnesses, and it was determined that the stamps had not been dis- 
turbed. When they had been soaked off, there were found on the skin 
beneath them symptoms of blistering; thickening and mortification of 
the skin, surrounded cn all sides by an intense redness. Several hours 
later the blisters developed and suppurated. 

The counter-proof of these experiments is particularly striking. 
Focachon cut a true vesicatory in half, and applied each half upon a 
fore-arm of his subject. Having hypnotized the latter, he suggested 
that the vesicatory on the left arm would not produce any effect. At 
the end of six hours of strictest observation he removed the vesicatories, 
and found that only the right fore-arm was blistered. This proof im- 
presses me as comparable with the temperature fall in materialization 
experiments; for even if one were to assume that the skin had been 
irritated by fraud, one could not reasonably imagine a fraud compatible 
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with the conditions of this experiment and capable of preventing the 
action of a vesicatory. 

Stigmata, blistering, and burns by suggestion are the first degrees 
of a general phenomenon to which we may apply the term ideoplastics: 
that is to say, the power of the idea to create or modify organic forms. 
In his Scheme of Vital Faculty, Myers has presented this as “ the 
powers of the Self below the threshold of ordinary consciousness.” But 
swept away by his belief in the existence of a spirit world, he has failed 
to see that the facts of ideoplastics or materialization, which he defined 
as “a temporary extradition or concentration of vital energy,” were 
logically of the same nature as those to which the former quotation 
applies. The only difference is that in the one category the subliminal 
concept goes into play inside or at the surface of the body, while in 
the other it acts outside the body. In this light the phenomenon of 
sinapism is no less remarkable than that of telekinesis or of materializa- 
tion. It is in all cases the psychic principle that acts upon the matter 
of the body upon which it is brought to play, in transgression of the 
laws of normal physiology. It does not follow that this psychic 
principle is independent of the body, or that it can survive the latter 
in any form wherein is preserved personal identity. But as long as the 
subject is alive, it is permissible to attribute to this principle, which 
may conveniently be called the “ soul” or “ spirit,” all the phenomena 
arising out of psychical research. Mechanical and physico-chemical 
factors are insufficient to explain life, as the work of modern biology 
has shown; to these factors it is necessary to add, or better, upon 
them it is necessary to superpose, other factors analogous to those 
which we may find in consciousness. That these factors have a little 
more or a little less of extension, need not at all shock our reason once 
we have recognized their existence. And this is why biologists like 
Driesch do not hesitate to admit the reality of our studies: they have 
recognized the identity of the factor of mystery in the normal phe- 
nomena and in the supernormal. 

I have been brought to distinguish two forms of ideoplastics’ There 
is the utilitarian ideoplastics which creates tools to achieve a dynamic 
result; and there is the esthetic ideoplastics which limits itself to the 
objectivization of forms through pure imitation. In either case the 
phenomenon is always in response to a suggestion or an auto-sugges- 
tion. The ulitarian ideoplastics is evident in the experiments of 
Crawford. The cantilever, the teleplastic rods, are the tools designed 
to levitate the table or move the other séance impedimenta. With 
other subjects, say Eusapia, they have taken the form of a hand or 
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a foot ; but one can see in the schematic materialization of Miss Goligher 
the suggestion of Crawford himself, who, being a professor of me- 
chanics, thought only in abstract mechanical terms. Eva C., on the 
other hand, gives us esthetic teleplastics par excellence when she 
materializes pictures that have made a strong impression upon her. 
Perhaps it is also the unconscious suggestion of her protectrix Mme. 
Bisson that has propelled her in this direction. Here as with the 
exclusively mental phenomena, the influence of the hypnotizer and of 
the circle is all-powerful; it is in this connection that we get material- 
ized figures of living or dead persons possessing an emotional nexus 
with the sitters. We see that, in gradual and even insensible 
progression, we may pass from the simple phenomena of stigmatism or 
vesication to the more complex manifestations which have the appear- 
ance of the resurrection of known persons. In the extreme case as in 
the simple one, I urge that we have to do with nothing more than 
ideoplastic creations by a living subject who is governed by multiple 
psychic influences, and who at times draws upon supernorma! sources. 


A REPORT ON THE TELEKINETIC AND 
OTHER PHENOMENA WITNESSED 
THROUGH ELEONORE ZUGUN 


By HARRY PRICE 


Honorary Director of the National Laboratory of Psychical Research; Foreign 
Research Officer, American Society for Psychical Research 


My favorable report’ on Eleonore Zigun’s so-called poltergeist 
phenomena which I witnessed in Vienna early in May, 1926, induced 
the Council of the National Laboratory to extend an invitation to Zoé, 
Countess Wassilko-Serecki and her protégée to visit the Laboratory in 
order that a thorough investigation of the phenomena could be made 
under ideal scientific conditions. The Countess accepted our invitation 
and preparations were made for their visit. 

Countess Wassilko and Eleonore arrived in London on Thursday, 
September 30th, at 9 p.m., and proceeded to their apartments at 11 
Queensberry Place, nearly opposite the laboratory. Early next morn- 





1 Some Account of the Poltergeist Phenomena of Eleonore Zigun, Am. S. P. R. 
Journal, August, 1926, pp. 449-71. 
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ing they attended the laboratory which they inspected and pronounced 
perfect for the proposed investigation. 

Those of my readers who are particularly interested in the early 
history and development of Eleonore are advised to study the interest- 
ing article * and book,* which the Countess Wassilko has recently pub- 
lished. I need only mention that Eleonore is 13 years of age; was 
born at Talpa, Rumania, and comes of peasant stock. Her phe- 
nomena became apparent about two years ago and the startled Ru- 
manian peasants immediately attributed the manifestations to Dracu— 
the Devil—an idea which Eleonore thoroughly assimilated. When the 
simple peasants found that the phenomena continued they incarcerated 
the girl in an asylum from which she was rescued by the Countess and 
her friends. Since that date the girl has rapidly developed physically 
and is supremely happy in the Countess’s home in Vienna. Though 
a well-developed girl for her age, the menses have not yet appeared 
and in her play and choice of toys she is more like a child of 8. She is 
five feet tall and weighs 123 pounds. The Countess is’ having her edu- 
cated, and intends to have her trained as a manicurist so that she will 
be able to earn her own living. To sum up, Eleonore is a healthy, very 
intelligent, and happy girl. 


5 


First PHENOMENA 

Friday, October Ist. On the morning following their arrival the 
Countess introduced Eleonore to those members of the Council who 
were at the laboratory. Eleonore informed me that Dracu was very 
pleased to see me again and would provide some good phenomena; he 
was delighted to be in London. I humored the girl by saying that 
Dracu was welcome and that he was to make himself at home in the 
Laboratory. 

The Countess informed us that a phenomenon had already occurred 
that morning. While she and Eleonore were dressing (they occupied 
a large double bed-sitting room) and when their backs were towards 
the dressing table, they heard a curious tinkling sound which came 
from the direction of the table. They investigated and at last found 
that the little girl’s silver ring was missing from the table. This was 
at 9:30. No one—the Countess stated—was near the table. A 
thorough search of the room failed to reveal the whereabouts of the 
ring which was restored in a curious manner later in the day. Another 





2 Observations on Eleonore Zigun. Am. S. P. R. Journal, September and 
October, 1926. 


3 Der Spuk von Talpa, Miinchen, Barth-Verlag, 1926, 2 marks. 
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interesting phenomenon—the Countess continued—occurred on the 
railway journey between Vienna and Paris at 1:30 a.m., when they 
were asleep. They were suddenly awakened by a terrific banging on 
the window of their compartment—the window contiguous to the track, 
not the one on the corridor side. Eleonore said “ Dracu!” and as in- 
vestigation failed to provide a clue to the noises they had to content 
themselves with this explanation. 

Eleonore is particularly fond of dogs and when she heard that the 
housekeeper in the basement of the laboratory premises had an Aber- 
deen terrier named “ Jock ” she asked if she might play with it. The 
dog was brought up and at 3:30 the same afternoon when the girl was 
playing with him a very curious thing happened—the lost ring ap- 
peared in a somewhat dramatic fashion. 

The laboratory suite (excluding some lower rooms of which we 
have the use) comprises the laboratory and séance room (divided by a 
baffle chamber), a workshop, a dark-room, and office. The three last- 
named apartments are divided from the laboratory and séance room 
by a passage, the entire length of which is visible to a person sitting 
on chair K, at desk J in the office (Fig. 1). This vantage-point. com- 
mands the view of the stairs leading to the suite and the doors of all the 
rooms. A complete plan of the suite has already been published.* 

On the first afternoon of her visit Eleonore had returned from 
lunch and was playing with “ Jock” in the laboratory, in a position 
between the far side of the table (see a, Fig. 2), and the long bench 
in front of windows. She was stooping down, trying to place a piece 
of ribbon on the dog’s neck. Her head was just below the optical 
‘abinet which can be seen (b, Fig. 2), between the two windows. The 
dog was on his back kicking and I was an amused spectator, standing 
in the angle (c, Fig. 2), made by the left and front benches. I was 
positively looking at her when we both heard something fall near the 
door. She looked up at me and said “* Dracu—the ring ” in German. 
She got up and followed me to the other side of the room and there, 
just inside the room (the door was wide open) was Eleonore’s silver 
signet ring which had disappeared at 11, Queensberry Place at 9:30 
and had reappeared at 16, Queensberry Place at 3:20. It has been 
suggested that Eleonore might have flicked the ring under the table. 
As this report is a purely impartial record of what happened during 
the gir]’s visit to the laboratory, I must admit that it might have been 
possible for a very skillful person to have flicked the ring under the 





4Am. S. P. R. Journal, April, 1926, p. 209. 


Readers should consult this plan. 
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table without my becoming aware of the fact. But I failed to 
reproduce the same result in ten experiments under the same condi- 
tions. Six times the ring struck one of the four chairs (two only are 
shown in the photograph) which were in contact with the sides of 
the table, and ricocheted in a direction far from where I originally 
found it. And in the four attempts where the ring cleared the chair 
legs it fell nowhere near where we first discovered it. It is possible, 
of course, that if Eleonore were clever enough to deceive me she might 
have thrown the ring which by a lucky shot rolled towards the en- 
trance of the room. I could not get the ring to roll much. If she 
threw it, it must have gone wnder the table, otherwise the ring must 
have passed me and then struck the open door on the side nearer 
me: but the ring was on the other side of the door, in the entrance. 
This episode is described at some length in order that the difficulties 
of investigating poltergeist phenomena may be realized; I should not 
like to say that I witnessed a true phenomenon. One thing is quite 
certain—the ring was not thrown into the room by a person outside. 
Miss Lucy Kay, our secretary, was in her office on chair K, (Fig. 1), 
and had a perfect view of passage and door of laboratory. Also, I at 
once visited the other rooms of the suite but failed to find any solution 
to the mystery. The Countess was not in the building at the time; 
Miss Kay, Eleonore and myself were the only persons on the labora- 
tory floor. 
THE MAGNETIC L. 

Soon after the ring incident two or three press representatives 
came to see me. One of them, Mr. E. Clephan Palmer, had brought 
Eleonore a large package of toys including a wonderful clockwork 
black cat, with eyes that spat fire, if not brimstone: a fit plaything 
for Dracu. It was a pleasure to watch the child’s face as she undid 
the parcel. When she came tothe clockwork toy her eyes sparkled 
almost as much as the cat’s. She at once wound the cat up and 
placed it on the floor. I was again standing in the angle (c, Fig. 2) 
made by front and left benches. Mr. Palmer was on my right. Two 
other press representatives were standing on the far side of the table 
(at d, e, Fig. 2) to the right of the photograph. Eleonore was in 
front of the optical cabinet (b) between main bench and table. We 
were all watching with amusement the glee with which she was handling 
the toy, and were interested in how the thing would work. Eleonore 
wound the top, stooped down, and placed the cat on the floor—at the 
same instant as something fell upon her head and dropped to the 
floor (at 4:20). I immediately picked up the object and saw it was 
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an L-shaped piece of metal (size 14x 11.5 mm., weight 24 grains) 
enamelled white. I at once thought it was a portion of one of the 
toys which Mr. Palmer had brought for the girl, but upon closer in- 
spection it was quite obvious that the object was a small metallic sign 
such as is used for affixing to notice-boards. I then remembered that 
I had seen a notice-board in the hall on the ground floor on which were 
a number of similar letters which are magnetic, thus easily attaching 
themselves to the metal surface of the “ board.” We very naturally 
thought that the L was from off the board and that its absence would 
at once be noticed. We accordingly rang through by means of the 
house ’phone in order to confirm our assumption. To our astonish- 
ment, the young lady typist, Miss Rogers, informed us from the 
library that every letter on the notice board was in its allotted posi- 
tion and none was missing. We then descended the four flights sepa- 
rating the laboratory from the library in order to investigate. We 
found every letter in its place on the notice-board and asked to see 
the remaining stock, if any. It appears that six specimens of each 
letter were supplied with the set sold with the notice-board, which had 
arrived only the previous day. Upon checking the unused letters, we 
found that one was missing—the letter L. Only three persons in ex- 
istence knew where the unused letters were kept. One of these was 
out, and the other two—Miss Rogers and a youth named Evans em- 
ployed in the library—were actually in the room (the library), when 
the letter appeared in the laboratory. ‘The unused letters were in a 
box having two fasteners, which was kept in a closed cupboard. It 
was proved absolutely that no one in the laboratory suite had en- 
tered the library for days—the Countess and Eleonore have never 
and the notice-board and sets of letters had not 
been in the building 24 hours. ‘The Countess was not in the building 
at the time. Mr. Palmer in his report” stated that he saw the letter 
come “ from the.ceiling (above g, Fig. 2), falling upon my shoulder and 
then to the ground.” (Mr. Palmer was standing at position g, Fig. 
2.) I distinctly saw the letter strike the girl’s head and then fall on 
to the floor at point h, Fig. 2: Not being under stringent test con- 
ditions we are not hailing the L incident as a phenomenon. On the 
other hand, there is not the slightest evidence that anyone was cheat- 





been in to this day 


ing; nor have we yet discovered how it was possible for a person to 
abstract the letter from the fastened box and closed cupboard in 
view of the fact that three persons only knew where the letters were 





5 Daily News, October 2d, 1926. 
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kept. None of these is connected with the laboratory. It has been 
suggested that because the letter is magnetic it might have some 
affinity for the girl, but I think this theory is fantastic. The fact 
remains, though, that these magnetic letters played a major réle in 
the manifestations which occurred during the girl’s visit. But how 


the L found its way from the library to the laboratory—a distance of 
48 feet—is still a mystery. 


FIRST STIGMATIC MARKINGS 


Saturday, October 2d. I was not in London during this day on 
which occurred some excellent so-called “ stigmata ” witnessed under 
very good conditions. On the morning of this day Miss Kay, who 
was keeping observation on the girl, reported some excellent stigmatic 
markings which arose under conditions which entirely precluded fraud. 
A press representative who was present was deeply impressed and 
issued the following report: ® 

“An example of the stigmata manifestation occurred yesterday 
morning in my presence. Soon after I entered the room a mark was 
noticed rapidly growing on the girl’s arm. As I watched it it grew 
into a number of cruel-looking weals which might have been inflicted 
by a whip or a thin cane. I am satisfied that neither the girl nor 
anyone else could have inflicted any such blow. Within a few minutes 
the marks had disappeared. Some minutes later, while I was helping 
Eleonore to wind up a clockwork cat, of which she is inordinately fond, 
I myself saw similar weals beginning to appear on her other arm and 
at the back of her neck. Nobody but myself was near her at the time 
and both her own hands were fully occupied with the toy.” 

Sunday, October 3d. Eleonore was not under official observation 
on this day and did not attend the laboratory. The Countess in- 
fcrmed us, however, that fifteen phenomena—telekinetic and stigmatic 
—occurred during the day in the Countess’s apartments. 

Monday, October 4th. A number of our members assembled at the 
laboratory during the morning. Captain H. W. Seton-Karr, the 
well-known author and big-game hunter, kept the girl under observa- 
tion for some hours, but nothing abnormal occurred. In the afternoon 
Captain Neil Gow was observing the girl; Mr. Clephan Palmer was 
also present. Some excellent stigmatic phenomena were witnessed 
under good conditions. Captain Neil Gow reports: 

3:20. Eleonore cried out. Showed marks on back of left hand 








6 Morning Post, October 4th, 1926. 
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like teeth-marks which afterward developed into deep weals. I got 
Eleonore to bite her right hand and noted the kind of marks caused by 
this bite but could trace no similarity between this and the first alleged 
stigmata. 

3:25: Eleonore gave a soft cry and pointed to her right wrist. 
She undid the sleeve of her blouse and rolled it up. I saw some freshly- 
made red marks like scratches. There were several of these, about five 
inches long. After a few minutes they rose up into heavy white weals. 

4:12. Eleonore was just raising a cup of tea to her lips, but 
suddenly gave a cry and put the cup down hastily; there was a mark 
on her right hand similar to those caused by a bite. Both rows of 
teeth were indicated. 

4:15. Eleonore again raising cup to her lips when she gave a cry. 
There immediately appeared three long weals extending from the 
centre of her forehead right down the right cheek. Each was about 
ten inches long. Eleonore gave every sign of pain. I can state that 
for several minutes her hands had not been near her head or face. 

4:17. Eleonore began to write “ automatically,” and backwards. 
Messages were in Rumanian and said: “You are stupid; I will 
damage your fountain pen [with which I was taking notes]; I will do 
phenomena to-day and to-morrow.” 

Mr. Palmer’s report ‘ on the same phenomena states: 

* It may be only coincidence, but, at any rate, it happened yester- 
day that these phenomena came thick and fast only when I turned 
up with another offering in the form of a toy. We were having tea 
in the laboratory and Eleonore was in the act of raising her cup to 
her lips when she suddenly gave a little cry of pain, put down her cup, 
and rolled up her sleeve. On her forearm I then saw what appeared 
to be the marks of teeth indented deeply in the flesh, as if she or some- 
one else had fiercely bitten her arm. The marks turned from red to 
white and finally took the form of white raised weals. They gradually 
faded, but were still noticeable after an hour or so. 

* While Eleonore was sitting in her chair under full observation 
similar markings appeared every few minutes. Once she jumped in 
her chair and pointed to the side of her face as if she had felt an acute 
pain there. On immediately examining her face I found two long 
parallel marks, like superficial scratches, extending from the top of her 
forehead down to her chin. As I watched they developed into promi- 
nent raised white weals and were quite a nasty disfigurement. For 





7 Daily News, October 5th, 1926. 
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about twenty minutes the markings continued to appear more or less 
severely in various places. The whole time the girl appeared very 
uncomfortable and resentful of what she considers the attentions of 
Dracu, or the Devil. Although I kept a close eye on her I failed to 
detect any self-infliction of the marks. The laboratory was brilliantly 
lit and I was at liberty to go as near Eleonore as I liked.” 


A TRUE POLTERGEIST PHENOMENON 


Tuesday, October 5th. I was not at the laboratory during the 
morning of this day but arrived at about 1:45 p.m. I made my way 
to the laboratory suite on the top floor and found that Miss Kay, the 
secretary, had not returned from lunch and Eleonore had not yet 
arrived. I unlocked the various rooms comprising the suite, opened 
the doors, and sat down in the office on seat K, at desk J (Fig. 1) to 
do some writing. At 2:15 Eleonore appeared and I arose to greet 
her. She took off her hat, ete., and placed them in the “ baffle 
chamber ” (the division between the laboratory and séance room) 
where coats are kept. The door of baffle chamber, leading to séance 
room, was locked. Eleonore picked up her clockwork cat and—because 
there was more room for it to run without meeting obstacles—went 
into the passage to play with her toy. She did not enter the séance 
room. As I had risen from my chair I thought I would prepare the 
séance room in readiness for the afternoon observational period. Dr. 
R. J. Villyard (who had recently returned from the Continent), had 
a number (13) of Danish, French and other coins, of low values, which 
he had marked and had placed about the room. It was these coins 
that I went to check and place in their prescribed positions. Four 
of the coins I placed on the ultra-violet ray cabinet (F, Fig. 1), spaced 
evenly, five inches apart. The one on the extreme right was a Danish 
copper l-Gre piece. On the lintel of door (H, Fig. 1) leading to baffle 
chamber I placed four more coins, about six inches apart. The third 
coin from the left was a brass 1-frane piece. I placed other coins in 
various positions, or checked those that were already there. I then 
returned to my writing in the secretary’s office, again sitting on chair 
K. During this checking of the coins Eleonore was playing with her 
vat in the passage (at a, Fig. 1), the whole length of which I could 
see through the open office door. At exactly 2:30 I heard a coin drop 
in the séance room. I looked at Eleonore who also looked up at the 
same moment. She said “ Dracu!” I rose from my seat and with 
Eleonore (who waited for me) entered the séance room. I at once 
looked at the coins which I had so recently checked and arranged and 
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found that the 1-6re piece from the right of row on ultra-violet cabinet 
(F, Fig. 1) was missing. The others on the lintel of door H had not 
been touched. After about two minutes Eleonore found the coin at 
spot b, Fig. 1, not far from the curtained “ cabinet ” (M, Fig. 1) 
across corner of room near window, denoted by dotted line in Figure 1. 
As a matter of fact, we saw the coin simultaneously. While she was 
stooping over to pick up the Danish 1-dre piece, and I was watching 
her, the French franc—which, two minutes previously, I had seen 
firmly in position on the wide lintel of door (H, Fig. 1), fell from its 
place and was discovered to right of gramophone cabinet B at spot 
marked c, Fig. 1. It must have rolled—at least, that would be the 
normal explanation—but I did not hear it roll; I heard merely the 
sound of the coin’s (weight, 27 grains) falling. No other person was 
on the laboratory floor—no one was nearer than the ground floor, four 
stories below. 





Under the conditions prevailing it may be doubted whether the 
fall of the first coin was a true phenomenon; personally, I think it 
was. At the instant the coin fell (the laboratory suite is very quiet, 
and the smallest objects dropped on the cork carpet can be plainly 
heard) Eleonore and myself simultaneously looked up. She could 
not have thrown the coin from point a through a brick wall to point b 
inside the room. I admit that I was writing at the time and therefore 
my eyes were not on the girl. But I plainly heard her playing a very 
few feet away from me. But assuming that the girl was normally 
responsible for the movement of the coin, she must first have taken it 
from the top of the ultra-violet ray cabinet (F, Fig. 1; dimensions 4 
feet 8 inches high, 2 feet wide, 14 inches deep), and thrown it from 
inside the room. But the instant the coin fell Eleonore was practically 
by my side with the wheels of the cat spinning merrily in her hands. 
The door C, Fig. 1, was open at the same angle as drawn on plan. 
Assuming that the girl normally projected the coin through the crack 
of the open door (this might be possible) she still had to obtain pos- 
session of the coin by entering the room and picking it off (the ray 
cabinet has a raised wire edge so she could not easily slide it off) the 
cabinet. Having obtained the coin, it is more likely that she would 
at once have thrown the coin from where she stood rather than go into 
passage again and project it through the crack of door. But as she 
cannot project herself as quickly as she can project the 1l-ére piece, 
it is apparent that the girl could not have entered the room, seized 
the coin, projected it through the crack, wound the cat up and 
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had the wheels spinning and met my eyes at the instant the coin 
dropped. But, as I have remarked, my eyes were not on the girl and the 
sceptical reader can regard this phenomenon as “ not proven ” if he so 
wishes. 

If I give way on the 1-G6re piece I have no such intention regarding 
the fall of the franc which would have remained on that lintel (6 feet 
1034 inches from the ground, and three feet wide) for a thousand years 
without falling. Nothing but an earthquake would have shifted it 
unless it were removed normally or—as I am convinced was the case— 
abnormally. The diameter of coin is 23 mm., the depth of lintel 24 
mm., and all coins were purposely placed hard up against the wall so 
that if they did fall, there would be no ambiguity about the matter. 
I am as convinced of.the realty of this particular phenomenon as I 
am of the fact that I am breathing. At one moment the coin was se- 
curely resting on the lintel, two minutes later it was flicked to the 
right of gramophone (a distance of 5 feet 9 inches), with no one 
nearer to it than 13 feet. Here we have a brilliant and typical ex- 
ample of a so-called poltergeist displacement or telekinetic movement 
witnessed under ideal conditions. True, it was only a small and light 
article which was displaced, but the conditions under which the dis- 
placement occurred make it an exceptionally brilliant phenomenon. 
But, unlike some psychic phenomena which can be induced, more or 
less at will, “ poltergeist ” manifestations are of such a sporadic and 
spontaneous nature that their repetition at a given time and place 
becomes impossible. The fall of the franc was the first telekinetic 
phenomenon witnessed at the laboratory concerning which I was .abso- 
lutely satisfied. The falling of the coin off a ledge may be a simple 
movement, but for this movement to take place automatically by 
mechanical means would require fairly elaborate apparatus which 
could not be rendered invisible. 

After the coin manifestation I kept Eleonore under the closest 
observation till 4:30 p.m. but nothing of an abnormal nature was wit- 
nessed.. Captain Seton-Karr arrived about 3:30. I had to leave the 
laboratory at 4:30 as I was catching an early train home. After my 
departure the observers witnessed a typical and brilliant demonstra- 
tion of the appearance of the alleged stigmata. Col. W. W. Hard- 
wick, a member of the Laboratory Council, was present; also Mr. 
Robert Blair, a member; Mr. E. Clephan Palmer, and Miss Lucy Kay, 
the secretary. The markings arose spontaneously and quickly, cover- 
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ing the girl’s face, forehead, arms and wrists. In his report * Mr. 
Palmer says: 


* Eleonore was sitting at the table tying up in its box the toy I 
had given her the day before, when she suddenly winced violently as if 
in acute pain. On looking at her face we found long ‘ scratches ’ which 
gradually developed into white weals. A few minutes later, when she 
was standing near the window in a corner of the laboratory to be 
photographed [see frontispiece] she winced again, and pointed to 
her arm. What looked like teeth-marks, including two that seemed 
like attempts at the letters B and O, also appeared. Within fifteen 
minutes Eleonore looked indeed as if she had been tattooed all over 
her face and arms. All the keen observers present agreed that there 
was no sign of trickery. Captain Seton-Karr and Mr. Robert Blair, 
entirely independent inquirers, both insisted that they had Eleonore 
under the closest observation and were satisfied that she did not cause 
the marks by her own physical action. It must be remembered that 


~ 


these ‘ stigmatic’ phenomena occur in full daylight. There is no 
question, as in some other psychic investigations, of any difficulty of 


observation owing to darkness or a dim red light.” 


Colonel W. W. Hardwick in his report of the same phenomena says: 

* At 5:40, after tea, Eleonore was tying up a box, when she gave 
a gasp and moved her right hand towards her left writ—distinct teeth- 
marks appeared on her wrists, then scores like scratches appeared on 
her right forearm, cheeks and forehead. Shortly after, a series of 
marks like some form of letters appeared on her left forearm, all 
rising to distinct white inflammatory swellings within three or four 
minutes, fading slowly. The girl was under close observation, and 


could not have produced these herself by any normal means.” 


Captain Seton-Karr, F.R.G.S. writes me under date October 18th: 

“I was present on October 5th, when the so-called ‘ stigmatic’ 
markings appeared on the face, arms and forehead of Eleonore Zigun 
under conditions which absolutely precluded the possibility of 
Eleonore’s producing them by scratching or other normal means. The 
marks were photographed in my presence.” 


(Signed) H. W. Srron-Karr. 


During the day I fixed a white gauze screen, six feet in height, 
across the séance room. This screen is indicated by the dotted trans- 





8 Daily News, October 6th, 1926. 
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versal line in Fig. 1. The object of the barrier was to duplicate the 
effect of the wooden partition permanently erected across Countess 
Wassilko’s study, in which I had seen such good phenomena. A plan 
of this room is given in the Countess’s article.? Many of the telekinetic 
movements in the Countess’s appartment were from one portion of the 
room to the other, over the division, also six feet in height. The 
screened-off portion of the laboratory séance room enclosed the large 
settee (I, Fig. 1) used for experiments in hypnosis, on which were 
placed a number of small toys, coins, and other light objects. Similar 
articles were placed on the sill of window and back of settee. All the 
objects were carefully arranged and positions noted and it was hoped 
that the same telekinetic movements would be witnessed. It will be 
obvious to the reader that an article abnormally transposed from the 
enclosed portion of the room to the unenclosed must pass either over 
the net or through it; or the transit of the object would be interrupted 
by the gauze. Several cameras were in readiness to photograph the 
transit of such articles—should such phenomena occur. 

If we had witnessed the flight of any articles over the screen or 
against it, I had prepared an apparatus by which, in complete dark- 
ness, any object striking the gauze would automatically put in circuit 
the electrical flash-light apparatus, the light from which would have 
illuminated the phenomenon thereby causing it to be photographed by 
the battery of cameras which were directed on to the screen. Unfor- 
tunately, we were not given an opportunity of testing this device. 

As a matter of fact, one article only disappeared from the enclosed 
collection and its flight was not witnessed. Before she left, Eleonore 
placed some biscuits on a plate in the laboratory “ for Dracu ”; they 
were still there the next morning. 


Wednesday, October 6th. Eleonore was kept under close observa- 
tion during this day, but nothing of an abnormal nature occurred until 
the evening, when an observational period had been arranged for some 
of our members. Miss Lucy Kay reported: At 7:55 teeth marks on 
right wrist, both hands occupied. At 8:02 marks on left cheek, left 
forehead, and right forehead, almost simultaneously. The markings 
turned from soft red abrasions to hard white weals, gradually fading. 
Observational period terminated at 8:30. Earlier in the day Miss 
Kay informed me that in checking the toys, etc., behind the gauze 
screen, the rubber dog squeaker was found to be missing, though a 
very thorough search was made for it. 


9 Journal Am. S. P. R., September, 1926, p. 517. 
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EXPERIMENTS IN HYPNOSIS 


Thursday, October 7th. Eleonore was kept under strict observation 
from 10:30 in the morning. At 2:45 a long weal, extending from left 
ear to mouth slowly developed. I at once photographed the girl; the 
weal is plainly visible in the picture. Later in the afternoon the fol- 
lowing members of the Council and others assembled to keep the girl 
under observation: Dr. R. J. Tillyard, F.R.S., Dr. R. Fielding-Ould, 
Dr. A. L. Urquhart, Lt. Col. W. W. Hardwick, Mr. W. R. Bousfield, 
K.C., F.R.S. and myself. Among the visitors were Prof. William 
McDougall, F.R.S., of Harvard University, and Dr. Theo. B. Hyslop, 
late chief of Bethlehem Hospital, the London mental asylum. Dr. 
Hyslop examined the girl and “ scratched ” her forearm on one of the 
spots on which “ stigmata ” often appear. The resultant weal was 
indistinguishable *° from those arising spontaneously. Soon after, at 
4:46, two weals appeared simultaneously on her right arm and later 
two small ones on the left cheek. 

In Vienna, Countess Wassilko frequently hypnotized the girl and 
* suggested ” to her that certain marks—usually letters—should ap- 
pear on various parts of the arms. These experiments were often 
successful. It was decided among the medical members of our Council 
that this afternoon, the events of which I am relating. would be propi- 
tious for some similar experiments. Eleonore was placed accordingly 
on the special settee designed for the purpose and the Countess then 
endeavored to put her into a hynotic sleep. It is doubtful if the girl 
went under complete control; I think the presence of so many strangers 
somewhat excited her. While under this partial control the Countess 
suggested that the letter G should appear on her right forearm ten 
minutes after she “ awoke.” Some faint marks appeared after a few 
minutes, but it required some imagination to construe them into the 
suggested letter. 

After the Countess’s experiment, Professor McDougall stated that 
he would like to try his skill in hypnotizing the girl—who thoroughly 
entered into the spirit of the experiments. So Eleonore was once more 
placed on the settee and for about fifteen minutes Professor McDougall 
exercised his skill in putting the child to sleep. Eleonore became very 
drowsy but did not completely succumb to the Professor’s efforts to 
put her into the trance state. He “ suggested ” that 5 minutes after 
she became normal, the letter B should appear on her arm; but no 
signs of a letter were visible at the prescribed period. Professor Mc- 





10T have already pointed out this fact: Journal Am. S. P. R., August, 1926, 
p. 454. 
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Dougall stated that Eleonore was a very difficult subject and that it 
would require a considerable number of experiments to make her 
quickly react to his influence. These experiments in post-hypnosis 
were interesting but not very successful. Dr. Tillyard kept the girl 
under observation till 6:30, but no phenomena were witnessed. 

Earlier in the week Dr. Alfred Eddowes, the well-known dermatolo- 
gist of Wimpole Street asked permission to examine Eleonore, a request 
which was at once granted. By a fortunate circumstance Dr. Eddowes 
arrived one afternoon when I was in the act of photographing two sets 
of * teeth ” markings which had just appeared on Eleonore’s right and 
left hands respectively (see Fig. 3). Dr. Eddowes made a very careful 
examination of the girl’s hands and on October 25th sent me the fol- 
lowing report: 

23 Wimpole Street, W. 

You asked me to send a report of my observations of the young 
girl’s hands which I was fortunate enough to see by your kind per- 
mission. 

My observations and opinion may be briefly summed up as follows: 

1. Flabby backs of hands. 

2. Size and shape of the cold edematous [ swollen, due to accumu- 
lation of serous fluid in the cellular tissue] patches. 
3. Slightly moist, but otherwise normal epidermis. 
4. The abrupt margin of the bleb-like centres. 
5. The reactionary redness—crescentic in shape on both sides— 
bordering each, due to released pressure. 
6. The rapidity of return to normal conditions. 
All the above point in my opinion to the mouth being used as a 
cupping ” instrument, this is to say, suction by the mouth, pressure 
by the lips. 


se 


Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) Atrrep Eppowers, M.D. 


In my reply to Dr. Eddowes I pointed out that he had seen only 
one type of “ stigmata.” His theory would not suffice to explain the 
whip-like weals which sometimes spontaneously appear on her face 
and arms when being subjected to the closest observation. Nor would 
Dr. Eddowes’s hypothesis account for the production of the curious 
markings, annular, criss-cross, oblong, “ letters,” etc., which I have 
witnessed in Vienna and London under conditions which made it im- 
possible for the girl to do them herself. Mr. G. E. Browne, a scientist 
and well-known student of psychic phenomena, sent me (October 20th) 
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an interesting letter which contains some thoughtful observations con- 
cerning Eleonore which are worth reproducing: 


* All physical phenomena if caused by, worked through, or bound 
up with a human being as medium have a psychological foundation or 
perhaps it is better to say a nexus. This is admitted by all writers. 
Now in poltergeist cases (with few exceptions) and in all stigmatiza- 
tion '* cases there is hysteria at the base: not advanced or pathological 
hysteria, but a decided thinning of the ‘ crust ’ or division between the 
thinking mind and the underlying dreaming mind. (Supraliminal and 
subliminal or hynotic stratum). ‘ All mediumship’ said Janet ‘ is 
dissociation.” Students of the mental side have been struck by the 
repeated emergence of an habitual control showing the intelligence of 
a child—usually a girl, undeveloped, whimsical, tricky, full of mischief 
and energy; in large measure uncontroliable and reckless of conse- 
quences ... . Saints dream God and His wounds and the dream 
mind in eestasy (self-induced hypnosis) produces the wounds. Another 
type of secondary adopts the child’s conception of a devil and uses it to 
spite the primary by marking its face with scratches and its arms 
with bites. Naturally, there is no biting of the back or face; it can’t 
imagine it, but you suggest it under hypnosis and it is most probable 
that it would be done. It bites when it is particularly displeased with 
its primary, waiting until in a moment of abstraction it can get com- 
mand of the body and its functioning (vascular). It bites when it is 
bored. I will engage that when Eleonore Zigun is kept amused there 
is no biting, no scratching: for then the secondary also is amused which 
it loves most of all. Similarly, when the secondary enjoys the play of 
the primary, especially motion of any kind, ball-playing, running 
about, motion games—then you may look for objects being thrown 
about and perhaps even more elaborate telekinesis.” 


Mr. Browne (who did not see Eleonore during her visit), is 
quite correct in his hypothesis that the telekinetic phenomena occur 
more frequently when the girl is in motion; also, that the “ stigmata ” 
appear usually when the girl is quiescent. My own experiences with 
the girl fully confirm this theory. 

Concerning the photographs (Fig. 3) of the markings which were 
the subject of Dr. Eddowes’s report, A is the girl’s right hand, and 
B the left. The markings on B appeared first followed about three 
minutes later by the markings on A. The “ stigmata” on B com- 





11 Mr. Browne is’ preparing a paper on stigmatization for publication in the 
British Journal of Psychical Research. 
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Figure 3 
Hands of Eleonore Zigun, showing A, Stigmatic Markings on Right Hand; B, similar 
Teeth-like Markings on Left Hand. Photographed at the National Laboratory 
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prised originally seven teeth-like indentations above, and five below. 
The indentations rapidly “ filled up,” turned red, and then white, be- 
coming hard raised weals by the time I photographed them. They had 
completely disappeared in 45 minutes. ‘The general confirmation of 
the groups of markings was elliptical—nearly round— measuring 40 
mm. by 36 mm. Just below, and to the right appeared isolated teeth- 
marks and a long crescent-shaped weal. 

The marks on the right hand (A, Fig. 3) consisted of two teeth 
indentations at the upper part of ellipse, to the right, and five teeth- 
marks forming the lower boundary of ellipse. The marks rapidly 
filled up, the resultant weals blending into the shape seen in the photo- 
graph. The size of the “ bite” was approximately that of the one 
on the left hand. 

Countess Wassilko informed me during the afternoon that on the 
previous day at 9:05 a.m., when she and the child were completing 
their toilet, Eleonore’s ring “ disappeared.” Eleonore at once sat 
down and wrote “ automatically ” that the ring would be restored to 
her in “ fiinf minuten.” In exactly five minutes the ring dropped 
from “ apparently nowhere.” 


INDUCED PHENOMENA 

Friday, October 8th. Eleonore arrived at the laboratory soon 
after ten o’clock looking unwell and unhappy. She appeared very 
moody and said she had a pain in her stomach. It transpired that on 
the previous evening Countess Wassilko had—most unwisely I think— 
taken the girl to a spiritualistic séance and the experience had dis- 
agreed with her. The medium was, I understand, a Mrs. Blanche Petz, 
of Brixton. During the séance an alleged spirit “ came through ” and 
said in halting Rumanian “I come from Dracu.” This seems to have 
given Eleonore the stomach ache. I do not wish to cast any aspersions 
at Dracu’s emissary, but must point out that the papers were full of 
Dracu and his doings and—with the aid of a dictionary—anyone could 
have composed a simple sentence in Rumanian. At any rate, Eleonore 
was frightened. 

Countess Wassilko arrived at the laboratory about 10:30 and rap- 
idly cured the girl’s indisposition by.making a few passes in various 
directions across the girl’s body. The effect was magical, Eleonore 
at once recovering her usual playful spirits. The Countess informed 
us that when the girl gets “ moods ” in the early part of the day, good 
phenomena can be expected. Undoubtedly on this occasion the girl’s 
indisposition preceded some startling events. 











26 TELEKINETIC AND OTHER PHENOMENA 


Nothing happened during the morning of this day though a close 
watch was kept on the girl. After lunch, a member of the laboratory 
Council, Mr. J. Arthur Findlay, arrived and suggested that we should 
try and induce phenomena by having a séance in the orthodox manner. 
At this juncture Susan, Countess of Malmesbury, arrived at the same 
time as another member, Dr. B. Dasannacharya, an Indian physicist 
who is studying in London. We decided to try the effect of red light 
on Eleonore. We adjourned to the séance room and took our places 
in the following order: Lady Malmesbury sat in position L, at séance 
table A, Fig. 1. Eleonore sat at position D, Mr. Findlay and myself 
taking positions one on each side of the girl. I controlled her left 
hand and foot, placing my right boot on her left, Mr. Findlay sitting 
at the girl’s right, controlling her in the same way. It will be seen 
that the girl was completely immobilized. The other remaining sitter 
Dr. Dasannacharya sat in seat C, between the fireplace and the table. 
It should be stated that previous to taking up our positions I had 
carefully examined the room, checked all of Dr. Tillyard’s marked 
coins, and checked the toys, etc., behind the gauze screen. Then we 
turned the white light out, switched on the 60-watt red light, after 
which we took our places. The gas fire was alight; this, with the 60- 
watt red lamp made it possible for us to witness plainly one another’s 
movements, and see everything in the room distinctly. Soon after we 
commenced the séance I left my place and started the gramophone 
(which has an automatic stopping device) in order to amuse Eleonore 
who likes the music, and returned to my seat. I then resumed my 
control of the girl and we all linked hands. 

About five minutes after the gramophone automatically stopped, 
as we all sat laughing and chatting, we heard some light object fall, 
the sound appearing to come from the neighborhood of the gas fire. I 
at once rose and switched on the white light, and commenced checking 
the coins on the lintel of the door and ultra-violet ray cabinet. No 
one had moved. The other members of the circle were, in the meantime, 
searching for the fallen object. Dr. Dasannacharya suddenly ex- 
claimed “ Here it is!” and picked up from under the chair on which 
he had been sitting (C, Fig. 1), a magnetic metallic letter M (weight 
39 grains; size 7x 13.5 mm.). This was at 3:20. The letter was un- 
der the center of the doctor’s chair which was the one farthest from 
the medium. We at once turned the white light out and resumed our 
seats and control. 


At 3:35, as we were talking and speculating as .to how the letter 
arrived, something much heavier fell—the sound appearing to come 
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from near the baffle chamber door (H, Fig. 1) which, like the main 
séance room door, was locked with a Yale lock. We immediately turned 
up the white light and had little difficulty in finding the rubber dog 
squeaker '* which was lying in the angle between gramophone and wall 
at position marked d on plan. This “ squeaker ” had been missing for 
two days and had been placed originally on the settee I, enclosed by 
the gauze screen. 

We again turned the white light out and assumed our usual posi- 
tions and control. At 3:45 something dropped near the settee—it 
sounded as if it struck the mahogany roller shutter which is drawn 
across the window to exclude the light. Once more we turned up the 
white light and, making my way round the gauze screen, after much 
searching I found (at i, Fig. 1) one of Dr. Tillyard’s coins, a French 
5-centime piece (weight 30 grains, diameter 17 mm.) which had pre- 
viously been placed as the second from the left in the row of four coins 
deposited on the top of the ultra-violet ray cabinet. The séance now 
terminated as Mr. Findlay and myself had to leave to catch our respec- 
tive trains. 





It is extremely difficult to analyze the results of this sitting. 
* Poltergeist ” phenomena are so spontaneous and the manifestations 
take such unexpected phases that it is almost impossible to come to a 
definite conclusion as regards their genuineness except by deduction 
and examination of the controlling conditions. 

I am absolutely positive that no one at the séance described above 
could have normally projected one of the articles whose movements 
we witnessed. All hands were immobilized and there was light enough 
to see the slightest movement on the part of any sitter. And where 
did the letter M and the dog come from? On our way out Mr. Findlay 
and myself examined the notice board in the hall: no M was missing. 
We then asked to see the remaining stock of letters, and found that 
a letter M was missing from the collection. The letters were contained 
in a box with two fasteners and kept in a cupboard. No one connected 
with the laboratory had access to the letters. 

I must confess that I am thoroughly sceptical as regards “ ap- 
ports ” of every description, yet the rubber dog (weight one ounce) 
and the letter M (quite dry) arrived in the orthodox manner associ- 
ated with “ apports.” It is possible, of course, that the two articles 
were in the room all the time—hidden somewhere 





and that what we 





12 A photograph of this toy is given on page 334 of Am. S. P. R. Journal for 
May, 1924. A similar picture is reproduced in both English and French editions 
of my Stella C. 
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witnessed were true telekinetic movements of these hidden objects. But 
it would be very difficult to hide anything in the séance room so large 
as the rubber squeaker (dimensions 27%gx114 ins.). There is no 
hiding place near the gramophone near which the dog fell. It is pos- 
sible that one of the sitters had these objects secreted about him; but 
if so, how did he—or she—manage to project them with all hands im- 
mobilized? I am convinced that the phenomena cannot be explained in 
that way. The flight of the coin was, I am certain, a true telekinetic 
movement. But if a true phenomenon, why should not the appearance 
of the letter M and the dog be true phenomena also? The time has 
not arrived—though I believe it is approaching—when every sitter is 
thoroughly searched in order to satisfy the sceptical. Eleonore was 
not searched because the visual and tactual control of the girl were 
perfect. A person whose hands and feet are immobilized cannot pro- 
ject across the room in a good light (or even in a bad one)—not even 
with his mouth. How long had the M been missing from the box? 
Where had it been in the meantime? How did it traverse the 48 feet 
from the ground floor to the laboratory? Has the fact that the letters 
are magnetic anything to do with the apparent affinity they have for 
Eleonore? These are questions of vital interest and importance, the 
solving of which would take many months of investigation. 

Saturday, October 9th. No telekinetic phenomena were witnessed 
on this day, but several “ stigmata ” appeared on the child’s face and 
arms under conditions which precluded the possibility of the girl’s 
making the marks herself. 

Monday, October 11th. Nothing of an abnormal nature occurred 
during this day until just after five o’clock. I was not present, but 
Miss Kay afterwards handed me the following report: 5:05. Teeth- 
marks on right hand. Eleonore had been playing diabolo, and marks 
appeared when she was in the act of stroking “ Jock,” the housekeep- 
er’s dog. 5:07. Eleonore playing diabolo. Three scratches suddenly 
appeared on right wrist; ther. teeth-marks on left hand; then scratch 
on back of right hand; then four scratches on back of neck—all these 
in rapid succession. 5:09. More teeth-marks on right hand (as she 





was actually playing with the diabolo set, and as we were watching her). 


The laboratory premises were then closed for the night. There were 
present at this observational period the Countess Wassilko and Col. 
W. W. Hardwick, who sent me the following report: “I observed the 
appearance of the stigmata and was closely watching Eleonore at the 
time; she was playing diabolo and could not possibly have had an 
opportunity of making the marks by any normal means.” 
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During the morning of this day I requested Mrs. Chitty, the libra- 
rian, and Miss Rogers, the typist on the staff of the organization, occu- 
pying the lower floors of No. 16 Queensberry Place, to check very care- 
fully all the metallic magnetic letters which are used on the notice 
board in the hall of the building. This they did and reported to me 
that two letters, C and W were missing. I requested them to lock up 
the remainder of the letters carefully and this was done. 


CONVINCING TELEKINETIC PHENOMENA 

Tuesday, October 12th. Little occurred on this day until the 
afternoon. Soon after two o’clock the following members of the 
laboratory held a séance under the usual conditions: Lady Malmes- 
bury, Mrs. Baggallay, Mrs. S. Clair Wilson, Mr. I. B. Nichol, and 
myself. Eleonore sat at E (Fig. 1), being controlled on the left by 
Lady Malmesbury who occupied seat L. I was on ‘a chair to 
Eleonore’s right, controlling her right hand and foot. Mrs. S. Clair 
Wilson sat at position D and Mr. Nichol at C. Gas fire was burning 
and 60-watt red light full on. All hands linked up. Doors locked. 
At 2:37 a coin (French brass 50-centime piece) quite dry, fell with a 
* click.” We turned up white light and found the piece at posi- 
tion e on plan near Mr. Nichol’s chair. The coin (weight 30 grains, 
diameter 18 mm.; all positions were checked before séance) had been 
displaced from a large brass screw-eye which is used for sealing the 
baffle chamber door, H. The screw-eye is half way up the door. We then 
turned out white light and resumed the séance under the same condi- 
tions of control. At 3:15 we heard the fall of another object—obvi- 
ously, by the sound, another coin. We again switched on the white 
light and found that a coin (French nickel 25-centime piece) quite 
dry, which had firmly reposed on the ultra-violet ray cabinet F (No. 
1 of row counting from left) had found its way to the floor near 
corner of table at position f on plan, a distance of nearly nine feet. 
There was no normal explanation of these movements. (Weight of 
coin, 80 grains; diameter 24 mm.) ‘The red light and gas fire made 
everything visible; all of us could see one another’s movements plainly. 
At 3:55 the doors were unlocked and the séance terminated as I had 
to catch my train home. 

Just before I left Dr. R. J. Tillyard and Col. W. W. Hardwick 
arrived, and it was agreed to reform the circle and continue the séance. 
This was done and Dr. Tillyard’s report ** makes extremely interesting 


single 








13 See Appendia A. 
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reading. It will be noted that the sitters had very similar phenomena 
to those we witnessed earlier in the afternoon. There is not a shadow 
of doubt but that on this day we witnessed some brilliant telekinetic 
displacements of small objects. 

Wednesday, October 13th. During the morning of this day we 
witnessed the development and fading of “ stigmata” under good 
observational conditions. In the afternoon we had a séance at which 
the following members were present: Mrs. Hannen, Mr. Edward 
Heron-Allen, F.R.S., Mr. S. L. Young and myself. A Mr. V. Hol- 
land, a friend of Mr. Heron-Allen’s, was also present. The conditions 
were as previously described. Doors locked, 60-watt red light on, and 
gas stove alight to half capacity. The gramophone was played (be- 
cause it pleased Eleonore) during part of the time. Eleonore was 
controlled in the usual way except when she was permitted to attend 
to the gramophone. At 2:50 we heard the fall of a coin and the white 
light was immediately turned up by myself. Two of the other sitters 
rose also; so did Eleonore, and we all commenced hunting about for 
what had fallen. Eleonore found the coin at spot marked g on plan. 
It was a small Danish 1-Gre piece, copper, which had once more been 
displaced from position 3 in a row of coins on ultra-violet ray cabinet 
F. In consideration of the conditions obtaining at the séance, I am 
convinced that the fall of the coin was a true telekinetic displacement. 
We continued the séance for another hour but nothing further 
happened. 

One of the sitters, writing to me afterwards, suggested that Eleo- 
nore might have obtained possession of the coin during one of her jour- 
neys (she put on two records only) to the gramophone and put it in 
her mouth; then regained her seat, expelled the coin from her mouth, 
shooting it across table to g from her seat, ©. Then—it is suggested— 
Eleonore picked up the coin, dried it, and handed it to us. 

A close examination of this hypothesis must dispel any doubts that 
the fall of the coin was normally due to Eleonore in any way. In the 
first place, it is not easy to pick up a coin quickly from the top of 
the metal ultra-violet ray cabinet which has a raised beaded or wire 
edge. The coin could not easily be slid off the top, and we should have 
instantly seen Eleonore stop at the cabinet (which was a divergence 
from her path—see plan) on her way to the gramophone. And I ask 
any reader to expel a small coin from his mouth across a table, into 
the corner of the room. It is impossible to do such a thing in silence 
and, as she was plainly visible to us, it was also impossible that we 


should not have detected her facial contortions which must accompany 
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such an act. Also, Eleonore picked up the coin in the full white electric 
light of the séance room and instantly handed it to me—she could not 
possibly have wiped the coin dry (I carefully examined the coin and it 
was bone dry) during the two seconds which elapsed between her pick- 
ing up the coin and the placing of it in my hand. If any reader still 
thinks that the phenomenon could have been simulated in the way 
suggested by my correspondent, I earnestly request him to make the 
experiment for himself. 

Thursday, October 14th. A few “stigmata” occurred on this 
day, but no telekinetic movements were witnessed. From Thursday, the 
14th, to Saturday the 16th, very little happened. She was kept under 
the closest observation but, except for a few “ stigmata ” there were no 
other phenomena. And it was noticed that the girl did not look well, 
though in reply to questions she said she felt all right. On the Friday 
evening (the 15th) i€ was apparent that the girl was not well, so the 
Countess Wassilko took her to her apartments and put her to bed. It 
was found that she had a slight attack of influenza and had a high 
temperature. On the previous Tuesday (the 12th) the Countess Was- 
silko had given a lecture on Eleonore to the members of the Laboratory 
and as the girl was present (it was a very cold evening) it was thought 
that the child must then have contracted a chill. Eleonore was in bed 
two days, but speedily recovered from her indisposition. On the 
Wednesday morning (October 20th) she arrived at the laboratory 
looking—and feeling—fit and well. 


SO-CALLED APPORT PHENOMENA 


Wednesday,. October 20th.—On the afternoon of this day Mr. 
R. W. Buttemer, M.A., one of our members, called and we agreed to 
try the effect of ultra-violet light on whatever power was responsible 
for the telekinetic phenomena. Mr. Buttemer is.a scientist with a very 
large experience of psychic phenomena, having sat with many of the 
famous mediums. I checked the coins in their various allotted posi- 
tions and found that all were in their places. Eleonore sat at position 
E on Plan; I sat on her left, and Mr. Buttemer sat by the gas fire 
(which was alight) at position C. I controlled the two hands of the 
girl. Previous to taking our seats I had switched on the quartz arc 
lamp in the ultra-violet ray cabinet and had removed two of the three 
ultra-violet “ filters” which form the window of the cabinet. The 
two filters were removed in order to allow more rays—other than those 
at the ultra-violet end of the spectrum—to enter the séance room. 
By the full light of the 60-watt lamp, the gas fire and the ultra-violet 
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rays, it was possible to read small print. The ultra-violet light was 
kept on for ten-minute intervals, and switched off for about 3-minute 
intervals (to cool it). The séance commenced at 2:50. At 3:25, as 
we were chatting and talking to Eleonore, a coin fell. There was no 
need to turn on the white light and I easily found the coin (an alumi- 
num ‘Toulouse 5-cent piece, diameter 20 mm.) at position h on plan, 
close by the gas fire. The coin (weight, 16 grains) had fallen off the 
lintel of door H, where I had placed it with three others: it was No. 2, 
counting from the left. No one heard the coin roll: it appeared to 
merely drop, but the “ drop ” took it across a third of the room. Mr. 
Buttemer and myself were both satisfied that the coin was on the lintel 
of the door when the white light was switched off. The lintel is 6 feet, 
10%4 ins. high, and to reach it one has to tip-toe. After this very 
good telekinetic movement, witnessed in an exceptionally good light, 
we waited for about an hour in the hope that something further would 
happen—but we were disappointed. 


THE HYPOTHESIS OF FRAUD 

Thursday, October 21st. Lord Charles Hope, one of our members, 
called during the morning of this day in order to keep Eleonore under 
observation. He joined the girl in the séance room where she was 
playing with her toys, in full daylight (which was always used in the 
laboratory unless a special séance was in progress). Lord Charles 
checked the positions of a number of coins on the ultra-violet ray cabi- 
net, baffle chamber, ete. About fifteen minutes after his arrival, and 
when the girl was still playing and running about the room, he noticed 
that one of the coins from the top of the ultra-violet ray cabinet was 
missing. He said nothing, but waited events. A few minutes later, 
when Eleonore was playing near the curtains forming the cabinet (see 
Fig. 1) a coin dropped close by the girl who hailed it as a phenomenon. 
Lord Charles said nothing but gave me a report of the incident which 
he regarded as highly suspicious. I entirely agree with him that in all 
probability the girl, during her playing about the room, had adroitly 
secured one of the pieces and secretly dropped it when she was near 
Lord Charles (who sat at E) in order—probably—that he would be 
pleased at the idea of getting a “* phenomenon.” 

I must confess that I was not at all surprised when I heard of Eleo- 
nore’s misbehavior. On the contrary, nothing is more likely than a 
girl of thirteen, of peasant stock, abnormal, with a “ young ” mentality 
in many ways, should try and simulate phenomena which she knows 
the investigators are so anxious to obtain. Every healthy child of 13 
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is—to put it very mildly—mischievous. I think it is the most natural 
thing in the world for Eleonore to try to copy the phenomena if by so 
doing she can please the investigators and, so to speak, justify her 
position. In the report '* of my Vienna investigation I distinctly state 
that “I am certain that she is clever and intelligent enough to carry 
out any such scheme of deception.” It is “ up to” the investigator to 
see that a medium does not cheat—that is the reason why various 
controlling devices—tactual and mechanical—are employed. If a 
psychic investigator is not capable of circumventing the machinations 
of a girl of thirteen, he should go out of the business. 

The whole question of the possibility of fraud rests on conditions— 
i.e., control. The conditions obtaining during the experiment carried 
out by Lord Charles Hope made it possible for Eleonore to cheat and— 
as it happened—she cheated: nothing was simple under the conditions. 
Lord Charles, being a good observer, immediately detected the imposi- 
tion. But take the case of the fall of the franc when Eleonore and 
myself were together in the séance room, in full daylight, with the girl 
in front of me and the france some yards to the rear at a height of 
nearly seven feet. The conditions were then perfect. If Eleonore had 
been the most accomplished conjurer the world had ever known she 
could not have brought that france to the floor wnder the conditions 
I have described. I speak with some authority as I have been an ama- 
teur conjurer since my early school-days, and have made a special 
study of the deceptive methods used in the production of pseudo- 
phenomena—and have accumulated 5,000 books on the subject. Both 
Willy and Rudi Schneider “ helped out ” when they were very young— 
and when the investigators let them; they were invariably caught when 
the experimenter was an experienced investigator. It is not nearly so 
difficult to control a medium properly as some people imagine; when 
the medium happens to be in one’s own laboratory it becomes even 
more simple. 

Eleonore has been known to simulate phenomena on previous occa- 
sions. Soon after she arrived in Vienna Countess Wassilko caught her 
protégée helping Dracu to do a few tricks. But Eleonore’s pseudo- 
phenomena and the abnormal manifestations witnessed under good con- 
ditions have nothing whatever in common. ‘To an experienced investi- 
vator who has seen real phenomena under perfect conditions of control, 
the simulated variety is ludicrous. It is like handing a Hatton Garden 
expert one of Woolworth’s pop-bottle “ diamonds ”! When Dr. Till- 





14 Am. S. P. R. Journal, August, 1926, p. 470. 
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yard and myself were invited to witness the psychic “ antics ” of Har- 
old Evans, the pseudo-medium, it took us exactly five minutes to deter- 
mine that the séance was a joke—and an amusing one at that. I trust 
I conveyed that impression when I wrote my report ” yet it took a 
varied assortment of experts three sittings to arrive at the same deci- 
sion, published with a great flourish of trumpets by a Sunday news- 
paper *° as if they had discovered something new and wonderful. And 
we had no need to use electric torches. The reader must pardon this 
digression but it is important to emphasize the fact that it is not 
really difficult for an experienced investigator to determine whether 
a phenomenon be genuine or not—when the conditions are taken into 
consideration. 

Kor the psychic peccadillo recorded above, Eleonore was severely 
reprimanded by the Countess. I am genuinely surprised that Eleonore 
did not more often pit her wits against ours when she was at the 
laboratory. I can only imagine that our observational system was 
too good for her: no medium cheats without some prospect of the 
deception’s being successful. One dubious phenomenon, however, de- 
serves to be recorded. 

Upon her return from lunch one day, Miss Kay discovered that she 
had lost her office keys—at least she did not know what had become of 
them as she did not remember taking them out with her. The Countess, 
who was present, asked Eleonore whether the “ loss ” were an accident 
or a phenomenon. The medium “ automatically ” wrote in Roumanian 
that the missing keys were lost. At the same moment Miss Kay found 
the keys in the pocket of her coat in the baffle chamber. 


LADY MALMESBURY’S REPORT 

On another occasion Susan, Countess of Malmesbury, was observing 
Eleonore in the séance room—in broad daylight—when the girl went 
over to the settee, sat down, and commenced to hem a handkerchief. 
Shortly after, Eleonore cried out and showed Lady Malmesbury a 
pricked finger from which a small drop of blood had oozed. In her 
report to the Council Lady Malmesbury says: “TI could not say that 
I felt entirely convinced of this prick, which was obviously that of a 
needle such as she was using.”” The Council entirely agree with her 
it is highly probable that the girl simulated the phenomenon thinking 


it would please the Countess. But Lady Malmesbury also saw some 


15 Am. S. P. R. Journal, September, 1926, p. 563. 
16 Sunday Chronicle, October 31st, 1926. 
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magnificent phenomena under perfect test conditions. Lady Malmes- 
bury says in her report: “ During my week’s observation of Eleonore 
the phenomena which took place during this time under test condi- 
tions (the medium being fully controlled) were quite inexplicable to me, 
the movements of coins being at a distance from the medium and quite 
out of her reach, as she sat at the table with us, her hands and feet 
being held by a gentleman on each side of her.” I may add that Lady 
Malmesbury is a very keen and experienced psychical researcher and 
an exceptionally good observer. 

If a child will cheat by attempting spurious phenomena, there is 
always a possibility of the same child declaring later that she had 
cheated all along. In the investigation of poltergeist phenomena the 
observers are faced with numerous difficulties, not the least of which is 
the fact that the medium or soi-disant medium is a child of tender years 
and therefore more or less irresponsible. 'The investigators have to 
bear in mind that even if the manifestations are proved to be genuine, 
there is always the possibility of the child under examination subse- 
quently claiming to have produced the phenomena by trickery. This 
might be due to a mere love of mischief, a temptation to pose as a 
person who has deceived a group of serious investigators, and to enjoy 
the sensation of importance that such statements might produce. 
Children; naturally susceptible to adult influence, can sometimes easily 
be persuaded to make false statements at the suggestion of some inter- 
ested party actuated either by malice, love of notoriety, or religious 
fanaticism. There is ground for belief that at least one genuine polter- 
geist case in which a child was involved, was “ disproved ” owing to a 
false admission of trickery by the child, acting under duress. Whether 
the phenomena in this particular case were genuine or not, we have no 
means of ascertaining; but “ proof ” of the “ fraud ” was, I believe, 
never really established. In any case, one always has to be prepared 
for the subsequent attempted discrediting of a favorable report 
through the irresponsibility of the child under investigation. One of 
the Fox sisters confessed to fraud, recanted and, I believe, re-confessed ; 
perhaps she even rerecanted! I am acquainted with a medium through 
whom very fine phenomena were witnessed some years ago, under scien- 
tific conditions. This same person—who has given up mediumship— 
now denies that any of the phenomena were genuine—in spite of the 
very careful printed records which are extant. This is one of the many 
difficulties with which psychical researchers are confronted. Children 
especially love mischief; to get into the limelight as “ the child who 


tricked the scientists * might be a great temptation to some children 
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who are not absolutely normal. There is also the possibility of the 
child being persuaded by some religious bigot to “ confess ”—or the 
more material Sunday Press stunt journalist inducing the child to sign 
a lying statement admitting “ fraud.” These are merely remote possi- 
bilities, not probabilities. 

Thursday, October 21st (Afternoon). Upon my arrival at the 
laboratory in the afternoon of this day Miss Kay informed me that 
her ring (a valuable diamond and sapphire half-hoop) had “ disap- 
peared.” It appears that at about ten o’clock in the morning she had 
been cleaning some of the laboratory glassware and had put the ring 
“in a place of safety ” (probably on the laboratory bench beside her) 
while she washed the articles. Miss Kay does not remember the exact 
spot where she left it, but as she was using the laboratory sink it is 
reasonable to suppose that she placed it on the bench beside her. At 
any rate, ten minutes later it had vanished. Eleonore was in the séanc 
room with Lord Charles Hope during the morning and Miss Kay does 
not recall the girl’s being in the laboratory while she was at the sink. 
When I heard this story I was rather perturbed at the loss. During 
the same week a pair of my gloves—and a £1 note—had vanished in the 
same way. ‘The note and gloves are missing to this day. I comforted 
our secretary with the assurance—which I did not altogether feel 
that the ring would eventually “ turn up.” 

About 2:30 a number of our members assembled for an observa 
tional period. ‘They included the Hon. Everard Feilding, Professor 
Hans Thirring (of Vienna University) who had been lecturing for us, 
Col. W. W. Hardwick, Countess Wassilko and Mrs. Mallous. There 
was no intention to hold a regular séance. Mr. Feilding asked Eleonore 
to bite her own arm in order that he might watch the reaction. Eleo 
nore at once consented as willingly as when I made that same experi 
ment in Vienna six months previously. The resultant weals from Eleo 
nore’s own bite were very similar—though not quite so acute—to 
those which arise spontaneously. I then bit my own arm until the blood 
came, but except for the small red punctures in the flesh, there was no 
reaction; no swelling or weals. Mr. Feilding then left as he had an 
engagement. 

At about the time of Mr. Feilding’s departure, Professor A. O. 
Rankine (of the Imperial College of Science and Technology, South 
Kensington) and Mrs. Rankine arrived and it was decided to hold a 
séance in the hope that phenomena would be induced. Just as we wer 
commencing Dr. Tillyard arrived. There were nine persons present at 


the séance—too many in my opinion. It was again decided to try th 
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effect of the ultra-violet light (used for taking photographs by means 
of the rays from the ultra-violet end of the spectrum) on the phe- 
nomena. The full 60-watt red light was employed also. Some time 
after we started, when Eleonore was being controlled by Professors 
Thirring and Rankine we heard something fall—it appeared to come 
from behind Dr. Tillyard’s chair. Upon investigation the fallen object 
was found to be Miss Kay’s ring! (discovered at position j, Fig. 1). I 
was sitting next to Dr. Tillyard and I saw nothing—I merely heard 
something drop. Dr. Tillyard has fully reported * this séance and 
his account should be carefully studied. 

I have already recorded the fact that I am thoroughly sceptical 
as regards “ apports ”: but was Miss Kay’s ring an “ apport?” The 
ring was lost at ten o’clock, or soon after, yet no one (except Eleonore) 
at the séance knew of the loss till some hours later. Of the two persons 
who were present at the time of the ring’s disappearance, one (Miss 
Kay) was in the office; the other (Eleonore) was being rigidly con- 
trolled by the two professors. Where was the ring from ten o’clock to 
5:40? How did it get in the locked séance room? How did Eleonore 
know the ring was coming—or had come? These are questions which 
will suggest themselves to the reader who must not assume that the 
séance was held under cast-iron rigid control conditions obtaining at 
the special tests held with this girl. I have already remarked that there 
were too many people at the séance—several of them unexpected visi- 
tors. Under the circumstances all that could be done was to hold a 
séance in the hope that something interesting would happen. The re- 
turn of Miss Kay’s ring is another example of the very difficult problem 
which investigators of poltergeist phenomena have to face. 


THE MAGNETIC * C” 

Friday, October 22d. It will be remembered that eleven days 
previously (on Monday, October 11th) I had requested the staff of 
the organization which occupies the lower floors to check very care- 
fully all their stock of magnetic letters, report to me, and then lock 
up the remainder. This was kindly done for me. It transpired that 
the letters C and W were missing, although a search was made for them. 
The W has never been seen since, but the C “ returned ” in an amazing 
and dramatic manner. 

On Friday morning, October 22d, Dr. Tillyard searched his coat 
pocket where he always keeps his penknife which is contained in a 





17 See Appendia B. 
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leather case with a snap fastener. In the afternoon he again brought 
out his knife, still in its case. At about 8:45 p.m. on the same day he 
once more brought out his knife to cut the pages of a book and to his 
utter amazement found the metallic magnetic letter C tightly threaded 
on the metal rim of his knife-case and firmly sealing it! Dr. Tillyard 
has fully recorded ** this extraordinary incident, and has drawn a 
sketch (Fig. 4) of the metal letter and knife-case exactly as he found it. 











Figure 4 


Arrow denotes the only point at which the letter C could have 


become threaded on the metal rim of case opening 


Dr. Tillyard visited the laboratory on the Friday for a few minutes 
only. He saw Eleonore and the countess for a minute or so, and said 
* good-bye ” to them. Neither came nearer to him than arm’s length; 
yet to get the C on or off the case was a somewhat difficult and “ fid- 
dling” job. No one else was in the laboratory except Miss Kay and 
Dr. Tillyard informed me that he saw no one and spoke to no one in 
the building. I am not going to attempt to offer any hypothesis as to 
how the letter became firmly attached to his knife. As a student of 
deceptive methods I can see no way in which Dr. Tillyard could have 
been tricked. I mentioned earlier in this report that the magnetic let- 
ters played a major réle during Eleonore’s visit. On the first day she 
visited the laboratory, one apparently dropped from the ceiling. 
The last day she was with us another was found firmly linked to Dr. 
Tillyard’s knife—after having been missing for eleven days. I am 
now hoping that the W (which is still unaccounted for), will drop 
from the skies on the deck of his steamer as he voyages home to 





New Zealand. This would not be more extraordinary than the appear- 
ance of the other letters—though I daresay the hypercritical reader 
would find a “normal” explanation for it! I must confess that I 





18 See Appendix C. 
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cannot. Countess Wassilko and her protégée left for Berlin on Sun- 
day, October 24th, after an extremely interesting visit which will long 
be remembered by those persons fortunate enough to have witnessed 
some of the extraordinary events which took place at the National 
Laboratory. 

HISTORICAL 

It is difficult to estimate which were the more interesting phe- 
nomena—the telekinetic or “ stigmatic.” The history of psychical 
research is full of “ poltergeist cases ”—hardly one of which would 
stand the fierce light of scientific investigation. But with stigma- 
tization cases it is different. For centuries visionaries and ecstatics 
have been—as they imagine—singled out by the Almighty as worthy 
of bearing replicas of Christ’s wounds in the form of the stigma of the 
crown of thorns or the nails."” Mr. George E. Browne, who has made 
a special study of stigmatization cases informs me that to the year 
1894 no fewer than 321 saints have received the peculiar marks of 
God’s favor. The first good case is that of St. Francis of Assisi; the 
latest, Padre Pio of Foggia (living). 

One of the most—if not the most—interesting case of what I will 
call ecstatic stigmatization occurring in modern times is that of Louise 
Lateau (1850-83) a Belgian peasant, who, like Eleonore, attained 
notoriety (1868) on account of her claiming the appearance at per- 
iodic intervals of stigmata, or marks on the skin similar to those on the 
body of our Lord—a condition known to physiologists as “ stigmatic 
neuropathy.” Periodic bleeding of the stigmata every Friday was a 
feature of Louise’s case, which is worth studying.“” The case was 
verified by the Belgian Academy of Medicine. An interesting case was 
also reported *’ by Father Thurston. 

The purely pathological cases of stigmatization which undoubtedly 
are due to a form of hysteria are as interesting as those recorded above. 
Well-known cases include the production of cruciform marks by sug- 
gestion.*”. There is the case of “Ilma 8.’ in which blisters, red 
patches, burns, etc., were produced by suggestion. Then we have the ex- 











19] have cited a few cases in my article in Am. S. P. R. Journal, August, 1926, 
pp. 470-71; and M. Sudre’s extremely interesting and important article in the 
present issue of this Journal revolves largely about the same type of phenomenon. 

20 See Dr. Warlomont’s Rapport médical sur la Stigmatisée, 1875; Lefebure’s 
Louise Lateau—A Medical Study (trans.); Macmillan’s Magazine, Vol. XXIII, 
1871, pp. 488 ff; Dublin Review, 1871, p. 170. M. Sudre also refers to this case 
(page 5, supra). 

21 Proceedings, S. P. R., Vol. XXXII, 1922. 

22 Three cases. Dr. Biggs of Lima. Journal S. P. R., Vol. III, p. 100. 


23 Dr. R. Von Krafft-Ebing, dn Experimental Study in . . . Hypnosis, 
London, 1889. 
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periments of Dr. Pierre Janet who produced red marks by means of 
imaginary mustard-plasters.** Experiments have shown that in some 
subjects red marks could be produced by suggesting that drops of 


water were burning sealing wax. Dr. J. Rybolkin produced blisters on 


3 9- 


a subject by “burning” at an unlighted stove ~’ and many other 
‘ases have been recorded where the potent power of suggestion on suit- 
able subjects has been responsible for hemorrhage, bleeding stigmata, 
etc. Most large hospitals have investigated cases of alleged stigma- 
tization. In the limited confines of this report I have been unable to 


do little more than touch the fringe of this fascinating subject. 


PULSE-RATE AND TEMPERATURE 

With the mediums Willy and Rudi Schneider, and especially with 
Miss Stella C., I have found that during the trance state the pulse- 
rate of these young people fluctuates violently. With Stella, who 
usually commences with a very high rate, the pulse beats more slowly 
at the end of a séance. With the Schneider boys the pulse also varies 
considerably—Willy’s invariably dropping towards the close of the 
sitting. With Eleonore I found that whereas in Vienna her pulse-rate 
was somewhat high (97 beats to the minute—normal, about 75), in 
London no particular variation was noticed; on one occasion it rose 
to 84—against Stella’s (maximum) 140. 

I found also that the temperature during the regular observational 
periods (and during the séances for induced phenomena) did not vary 
abnormally. Sensitive transmitting thermographs and auxiliary con- 
trol thermographs, when placed in various positions in the laboratory 
showed approximately the same curve 








the graphs recorded. during 
the séances for induced phenomena showing a slight rise—which was 
quite normal. During the majority of the Stella séances the tempera- 
ture in the immediate vicinity of the medium was lowered during the 
trance state. Our most sensitive thermograph (recording variations 
to .1° Fahr.) showed considerable variations in several of these test 
sittings. Dr. Tillyard has published *° one of these graphs which he 
obtained at the National Laboratory and the variations synchronize 
with the production of phenomena which were witnessed with Stella C. 
But no such variations were recorded with Eleonore—which is ac- 
counted for, perhaps, by the fact that she never went into trance. 


See L’automatisme Psychologique, p. 166; and pp. 1-10, supra. 
5 Revue de Vl Hypnotisme, June, 1890. 
6 Nature, July 31st, 1926, p. 148. 
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THE PRESS 


There is a curious attitude assumed by some psychical researchers 
that on no account must the press be made acquainted with the doings 
of mediums or the records of séances. I have heard it stated that it is 
*“‘ undignified ” to inform the newspapers of psychic happenings or to 
enlighten them as to séance procedure. Sometimes the press helps 
itself as in the case of Professor Gilbert Murray’s experiments in 
thought transference. The first duty of an organization formed for 
the purpose of scientific research work is to inform the public of its 
findings by means of authoritative reports. The obvious way of 
informing the public is by means of the press. If some of the news- 
papers abuse this privilege so much the worse for the newspapers. At 
the first notification of the visit of the Countess and Eleonore the press 
evinced a lively interest in the girl and her doings and we were almost 
overwhelmed with representatives seeking “ copy.” ‘To the less serious 
pressmen the concatenation of such terms as “ Rumania,” “ Polter- 
geist,” “ Dracu,” “ stigmata ” etc., coupled with the quaint name of the 
medium (and the fact that her benefactress was a Countess) provided 


** story ” which was quite irresistible. In 


the euphonious elements of a 
consequence, a great deal of rubbish was written about the girl. But in 
every case we treated the press representatives with every courtesy, 
though occasionally we were rewarded by abusive headlines. On the 
whole, the newspapers took a sane, genuine, intelligent and sustained 
interest in Eleonore. 

Quite a number of articles, leaderettes, essays, and cartoons were 
published concerning the girl, a fact which is indicative of the extraor- 
dinary interest which the case has aroused among the public. 

Among the leading articles it is noteworthy that at least one great 
London daily has definitely stated that these phenomena have been 
proved to be genuine. This is, I believe, the first time a great London 
newspaper has made such an important pronouncement concerning 
occult matters, proving how scientific psychical research is breaking 
down the barrier of materialism raised by the superstitions and credu- 
lities of an older generation of so-called investigators. The National 
Laboratory of Psychical Research is making history. The leader,” 
entitled “ The Poltergeist,” says: 

“If there is one thing about ‘the Poltergeist girl that is beyond 
dispute it is the fact that she is responsible in some way for uncanny 
manifestations. Things are wafted away in her presence, she is bitten 


by unseen teeth, her face becomes scarred and disfigured, stilettos fly 





“27 Daily News, October 12th, 1926. 
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across her room. The suggestion that she is possessed of evil spirits 
is unsatisfactory, and certainly unscientific. ‘The temptation to believe 
that these phenomena are produced by trickery is obvious. Yet it 
must be remembered that these * stigmata’ have appeared not in a 
darkened room before the credulous, but in a laboratory of psychical 
research in South Kensington before men expert in tracing every form 
of conscious deception of complex hysteria. The genuine character 
both of the markings on her flesh and the movements of the articles in 
her room have survived the most searching tests. . . . Altogether 
the eccentricities of the Poltergeist girl have provided one of the most 
bewildering problems, both psychical and psychological, of this gen- 
eration.” 


Another leader writer says,~* in discussing Eleonore’s phenomena: 
* The same difficulty [explaining the phenomena | occurs in the attempt 
to discover by what means the coins were moved in the recent experi- 
ments conducted in the National Laboratory of Psychical Research. 
Was the force employed drawn from the medium? Or was it 
external to her? Or was it an external force acting upon the medium? 
No one knows. Nor does anyone know the nature of the force we call 
electricity, whose utilization in wireless telegraphy has prepared the 
minds of men to believe that to be possible which has hitherto been 
inconceivable.” 


Some amusing aspects of the press reports deserve mention here. 
One bright youth from a great London newspaper had never heard the 
word “ stigmata ” and did not know how to spell it. Two or three of 
the journalists thought that Eleonore was the poltergeist and we find 
such titles as “* The Latest Poltergeist Comes to London”; * Is She a 
Poltergeist? ” ete. “ Poy,” the famous cartoonist, caricatured ~ the 
girl who is depicted as the miners’ representative vainly endeavoring 
to make coins fly out of the pockets of the “ investigators” (officials 
of the Trades Union Council). One journalist, a writer of lurid ghost 
stories, filled a whole front page of a Sunday newspaper with alleged 
facts concerning Eleonore and the Countess. The title, in heavy type, 
read: ‘* What I Think of Eleonore Zigun ”; ** — —s Examina 
tion of the Rumanian Devil Girl.” Will it be credited that the writer 
in question never set eyes on Eleonore? This is what the National 
Laboratory of Psychical Research is fighting: our aim being to sub 
stitute scientific reports for the psychic garbage which for generations 
has been flung at the heads of the long-suffering public. 





28 Morning Post, October 20th, 1926. 
29 In the London Evening News, October 13th, 1926; the Editor kindly presented 
the original of the cartoon to the Laboratory. 
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CONCLUSIONS 

If the reader will carefully examine the evidence—documentary and 
otherwise—which is contained in this Report, he can hardly fail to 
agree with the opinion of the Laboratory Council that a case has been 
made out for the abnormality of the manifestations witnessed through 
Eleonore at the National Laboratory of Psychical Research. There 
is not the slightest doubt that our careful experiments, made under 
ideal scientific conditions, have proved that (a) stigmatic markings 
appeared spontaneously on various parts of Eleonore’s body; (b) that 
Eleonore was not consciously responsible for the production of the 
marks; (c) that under scientific test conditions movements of small 
objects without physical contact undoubtedly took place. The experi- 
menters, unless they were bereft of all human perceptions, could not 
possibly come to any other conclusions. 

As regards the stigmatic markings, I think the consensus of expert 
medical opinion appears to be that the markings are a normal reaction 
to a complicated mental process through which Eleonore imagines 
the weals, etc., with which we are so familiar. Dr. R. Fielding-Ould, a 
member of the Laboratory Council, who studied the child, states in his 
report that the weals themselves were of the character of urticaria, 
an erythematous skin affection generally associated with intense burn- 
ing or itching, like nettle-rash. Eleonore does not feel this irritation, 
or only slightly. Urticaria (angio-neurotic edema) weals are 
usually characterized by evanescent rounded elevations like the marks 
made by lashes from a whip. Dr. Fielding-Ould points out that it is 
well known that weals, similar to those developing on the body of Eleo- 
nore, may appear spontancously and periodically in certain persons 
and often arise from influences which may radiate from the higher 
nervous centers, as reflex responses to external stimuli. Dr. Fielding- 
Ould is of the opinion that the “ stigmata ” can be “ cured ” by suitable 
treatment. Personally, I think that this is a case where psycho- 
analysis would be beneficial. 

What has happened to Eleonore is apparently this: During her 
early childhood when the so-called “ poltergeist ” phenomena became 
first apparent, the simple peasants threatened her so often with Dracu 
(the Devil) and what he would do to her that her subconscious mind has 
become obsessed with the idea of whippings, bitings ete., which the 
ignorant peasants said would be her lot at the hands—or teeth—of 
Dracu. Remove the Dracu complex and the girl would probably be 
troubled no further with the stigmatic markings. 

If we have discovered the cause of the “ stigmata ” I am afraid we 
cannot lay claim to having unravelled the mystery of the telekinetic 
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movements of the coins etc. We have merely proved that they happen; 
we should require very many months of intensive experimentation be- 
fore we could arrive at any conclusion concerning their origin or the 
laws which govern the phenomena. Unfortunately, no money is avail- 
able for a prolonged investigation. It is curious that the most inter- 
esting—and perhaps the most important—science has the least money 
behind it for research work—a state of affairs which exists in every 
country. 

The telekinetic phenomena which we witnessed at the National 
Laboratory were not so spectacular as those I saw in Vienna; and 
not nearly so brilliant as those which the Countess Wassilko described 
in her lecture *’ delivered at the National Laboratory. Exactly the 
same thing has happened with Willy Schneider. In his own country 
he provides magnificent phenomena: in London, the phenomena were 
weak. I can only imagine that some psychological change comes 
over these exotic mediums when they leave their native land. The 
fact that they are so far away from home—often separated from 
friends and relations—or the strangeness of their surroundings may 
have some subtle influence in inhibiting the phenomena. The fact re- 
mains that I have never yet seen a medium who was quite so good in a 
foreign country as in his home surroundings. 

In conclusion, the Council of the National Laboratory of Psychical 
Research wish to record their gratitude to those members whose dona- 
tions and financial assistance has made possible the investigation of 
the Zigun phenomena. They likewise desire to thank the Countess 
Wassilko-Serecki for bringing her protégée to London. 


APPENDIX A 
REPORT ON OBSERVATION OF ELEONORE ZOGUN AT THE 
NATIONAL LABORATORY OF PSYCHICAL RESEARCH 


Tuesday, October 12th, 4:30 to 5 p.m. 
By Dr. R. J. Trttyarp, F.R.S. 


This experiment consisted of subjecting Eleonore Zigun to strict 
séance conditions in bright red light, in order to observe whether super- 
normal phenomena could thereby be induced. 

I ; 


Present, from left to right, on chairs around a small table in 
middle of séance room: 


30 To be published shortly in the British Journal of Psychical Research. 














in 
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Dr. Tillyard (controlling Eleonore’s right hand) ; Susan, Countess 
of Malmesbury; Mrs. S. Clair Wilson, Mr. Nichol, Mrs. Baggallay, 
Colonel Hardwick (controlling Eleonore’s left hand). All hands 
joined round table. Gramophone played. Bright red light, 60-watts, 
so that all movements of sitters and medium were easily visible. All 
doors locked, windows closed and shuttered. 

Before séance began, a number of foreign coins of various low values 
had been placed about the room by Dr. Tillyard, each one having been 
secretly marked by him, and no two being alike. Of these, a Danish 
l-ére piece was on top of the ultra-violet ray cabinet, placed about 
seven or eight feet from medium’s chair, a 5-6re piece was on lintel of 
door of baffie chamber, a silver 25-Gre piece hidden away in farthest 
corner of room on a table, and a 2-ére piece above fireplace. Just 
before starting séance Dr. Tillyard quietly took the 2-ére piece 
and placed it on top of ultra-violet ray cabinet, in front of the 1-6re 
piece, and touching the raised edge of the cabinet, so that, in order to 
be displaced, it would have to be lifted, not slid. Eleonore did not 
observe this manoeuvre. 

Séance began about 4:40 p.m. About 4:45 p.m. a sharp, single 
metallic * click ” was plainly heard on the floor behind Dr. Tillyard’s 
and Eleonore’s chairs. White light was turned up at once, and on 
the floor was found the 2-ére Danish coin, which had been displaced 

from the top of the cabinet 8 feet or more away and had landed flat 
on the floor without any rattle or rolling. Neither Eleonore nor any of 
the sitters had moved or broken control. 

Circle reformed: red light again on, gramophone again playing. 
At about 4:50 p.m. Eleonore started and uttered a word which sounded 
like “ hopf.” Dr. Tillyard at almost the same time felt a small object 
fall on his left knee. Eleonore, asked in German as to what she had 
said, explained that something had fallen on her head. Lights were 
turned on at once, but nothing could be seen on the floor, and it was 
remarked that no metallic click had been heard by anybody. Dr. 
Tillyard asked everybody to lift up his or her feet off the floor, but 
there was nothing underneath. He then continued to search the rest 
of the floor, and found the Danish silver 25-ére piece lying behind the 
chairs of Mrs. Baggallay and Mr. Nichol, quite 10 feet from the 
positions occupied by Eleonore and himself. If the object which fell 
on Eleonore’s head and off it on to his left knee were this coin, as 
seems reasonable to suppose, then it must have been transported 
silently, without rolling or rattling, right under the séance table and 
out between the legs of the sitters on the other side. 
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Both coins, when picked up, were quite dry, thus disposing of any 
suggestion that Eleonore had somehow conjured them into her mouth. 
Both coins also showed the secret marks placed on them by Dr. Till- 
yard, thus proving that they were the self-same coins which he had 
placed in position beforehand. We consider that the following con- 
clusions may legitimately be drawn: 

(1) In the presence of Eleonore, under strict test conditions, 
movement of small objects without contact undoubtedly takes place. 

(2) The movements of such objects, in the two cases observed, are 
attractions towards the person of the medium. 

(3) One of the coins being bronze and the other silver, neither 
movement can be explained as a magnetic phenomenon. 

(Signed) R. J. Trmtyarp. 
W. W. Harpwick. 


APPENDIX B 


REPORT OF SEANCE OF OCTOBER 2lst, 1926 
5:10 to 6:00 p.m. at 
NATIONAL LABORATORY OF PSYCHICAL RESEARCH 


By Dr. R. J. Tittyarp, F.R.S. 


This séance was under the control of Professor Hans Thirring of 
Vienna. Previous to sitting, the Professor took all eight foreign coins 
marked by Dr. Tillyard and distributed them as follows: Four in a 
square on top of ultra-violet ray cabinet, three on top of lintel of door 
of baffle chamber, and one hidden away in a place not stated. 

About ten in the morning of the same day, Miss Kay, the secretary, 
took her diamond and sapphire ring off her finger to wash, and almost 
immediately it disappeared. It was searched for intermittently during 
the day but could not be found. 

I left the Natural History Museum at 5 p.m. and walked round to 
the laboratory, arriving there just as they were locking the door for 
the séance. I was allowed in and the circle enlarged for me, though I 
was not expected. Miss Kay had told me of the loss of her ring on the 
way up to the laboratory. 


The séance was arranged as follows, reading from the medium to 
the left: 
Eleonore, Professor Thirring (in control of her left hand), 


Countess Wassilko, Colonel W. W. Hardwick, Dr. R. J. Tillyard, 
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Mrs. Rankine (who left before the conclusion of the séance), Mr. Harry 
Price, Mrs. Mallous, Professor Rankine (in control of medium’s right 
hand). 

The sitting began with white electric light, followed by alternating 
periods of ultra-violet and red light, the former about ten minutes, the 
red a bit longer. At the end of about a quarter of an hour, nothing 
having happened, Professor Thirring turned on the white light again 
and went around the room to make sure all the coins were in the places 
where he had put them. Some few minutes later, he remarked that the 
red light was not strong enough for perfect visual control. With the 
assistance of Mr. Price and Colonel Hardwick the red lamp was then 
lowered until it gave a bright light all over the séance table and all 
the sitters were plainly visible. About 5:30 I suggested that the 
gramophone should be played. Colonel Hardwick, who was nearest 
to it, got up and put on a soft record, which was played through in 
red light. Still nothing happened. Eleonore, however, had laid her 
head on the table and the Countess remarked that when she had a head- 
ache it was usually a good sign for phenomena to occur. I asked the 
> was about, 
and she said * Yes, he was.” “ In that case,” I said, “ perhaps he will 
move one of my coins.” ‘“ Or,” one of the other sitters (I think Pro- 
fessor Thirring himself) added, “ he might even consider returning Miss 
Kay’s lost ring.” 


Countess to ask Eleonore whether she thought “ Dracu’ 


About 5:35 p.m. the gramophone having run down and the conver- 
sation flagging, I suggested to Colonel Hardwick that he should wind 
it up again. As he got up out of his chair, the thought occurred to 
me “watch him carefully and see what he does.” I therefore, after 
making sure that Eleonore’s hands were well held by the two Profes- 
sors, turned to watch Hardwick move away to the corner of the room 
on my extreme right. I saw him arrange the gramophone and turn 
the handle for winding, and was just anticipating the start of the new 
record when I suddenly and clearly heard a double rap or click far 
behind my chair. I at once called out “ lights up.” Everyone jumped 
up and the light was turned on. There on the floor about four feet 
behind my chair was Miss Kay’s ring! (At position j, Fig. 1.) 

Just at the moment of hearing the click, I also heard Eleonore utter 
an exclamation which sounded like “ inel.”” Countess Wassilko heard it 


‘ 


also and said that it was the Roumanian word for “ ring.” Eleonore 


explained to her that she suddenly felt a tight hand around her head 


’ 


and was sure that “ Dracu” was going to restore the ring, so she 


involuntarily uttered the word. 
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Time of restoration of ring approximately 5:40 p.m. 

I can certify that Eleonore was well controlled on both sides 
during the whole sitting and could certainly not have projected the 
ring in any way from her person. The same thing was noticeable as in 
the case of the coins in a previous séance, viz, that no sound of travel- 
ing, rolling, rattling, etc., was heard, but simply two short raps close 
together as the ring arrived on the floor. 

(Signed) R. J. Truiyarp. 


APPENDIX C 
THE OCCURRENCES OF FRIDAY, OCTOBER 22d, 1926 
By Dr. R. J. Trttyarp, F.R.S. 


Having a very busy day, I had no intention of going to the labora- 
tory at all. Mr. Price was away, and I had not heard of any arrange 
ments for a séance, though I understood that Professors Thirring and 
Rankine had arranged for a private séance. Eleonore’s engagement 
was due to end the following day. 

While going to the Underground train in the morning, I felt in my 
left overcoat pocket for some coppers for my fare. I pulled out what 
I thought was sixpence, and was going to present it to the booking 
office when I noticed that it was a bronze 75-centime French piece. 
Thinking Eleonore might have put it there somehow, I decided to ex 
amine it carefully. Having found some other coppers and got my 
fare, I settled down in the train and examined the coin which I dis- 
covered was not one of my 13 marked ones. I therefore placed it care- 
fully away in the left pocket of my coat where I always keep my knife 
and scissors, and I distinctly remember feeling carefully in this pocket 
to see if there were any other coins in it and extracting an odd half 
penny, which I transferred to my great-coat pocket for use on the 
railway. I also quite clearly felt my knife and scissors, and if any 
thing else had been in the pocket, I am sure I should have noticed it. 

I had arranged to lunch with Professor Julian Huxley. We met 
at King’s College at 1 p.m. and went to the Common Room for luncheon. 
After lunch, we returned to his rooms, where we met Dr. Church, and 
had a long talk. This man left later, and talk turned to psychic 
matters. Huxley asked me to demonstrate to him the method of tying 


thumbs by which I had tricked Harold Evans, the fraudulent medium, 


in a séance held in June last. I consented, and Huxley went to look for 
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some white cotton for which I had asked him. He returned and stated 
that he could not find any cotton, but asked whether a piece of thin 
string would do? I said it would, but that it was too long and must 
be cut (it was too strong to break). I then felt in my left-hand coat- 
pocket for my knife and scissors. ‘These I produced in my left-hand, 
the scissors in a cloth case, the knife in a leather case. While I mo- 
mentarily debated as to whether I should cut the string with knife or 
scissors, Huxley had got his own knife out, and we agreed to cut 
the string together with his knife. I replaced my knife and scissors 
both in my left-hand pocket, and held the string while he cut it in the 
place indicated by me. I then showed him how I tied the thumb-knots 
and left special lengths hanging on each side, so as to catch Evans, and 
he thanked me. At 2:45 p.m. I took my leave; but, just before I went, 
Huxley presented me with an autographed copy of his book, Essays 
of a Biologist, for which I thanked him and then walked down the 
stairs. 

That afternoon I went to the Natural History Museum and later 
attended a meeting of the Association of Economic Biologists at the 
Botany School of the Imperial College of Science. Having lost my 
way, I arrived late, but stayed for afternoon tea and a talk with Dr. 
Pethebridge and Dr. Imms of Rothamsted. 

Leaving shortly after 5, I took farewell of my Rothamsted friends 
and began to think what I should do next. I had arranged to go down 
to my wife’s people at Rochester for the week-end, but had told them 
that I should catch the 8:20 train from Victoria. As I had about 3 
hours still to fill in, it suddenly occurred to me that I had not said 
* goodbye” to the Countess and Eleonore, so I decided to walk to the 
laboratory to do so. Arriving somewhat warm after a brisk walk, I 
went to the men’s room on fourth floor and took my great-coat off and 
washed my hands. I then walked upstairs into the laboratory where 
I saw Countess Wassilko sitting at the table writing in a small book of 
accounts. I stood and talked to her for about 2 minutes, passing 
compliments on the success of her visit and finally saying “ goodbye ” 
and shaking hands. I then asked where Eleonore was, and was told 
that she was probably in the next room. As I thought I heard her 
playing in the baffle chamber, I went to the door of it, but she disap- 
peared quickly, and ran round to the outside of the door of the labora- 
tory, where she stood smiling at me with a diabolo set in one hand and 
holding out the other to me. I took her hand and said “ goodbye,” 
then went out and downstairs, put on my overcoat and walked to the 
Underground at South Kensington. From there I traveled to Charing 
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Cross, picked up my baggage at the cloak room, returned on the Under- 
ground to Victoria, walked up to the restaurant there, and sat down 
to a quiet dinner at a table all by myself. About 8 p.m. I got up and 
paid my bill, took my ticket for Rochester, and found a seat in the 
train. Before it started (8:20 p.m.) one other man came in and sat, 
immersed in his newspaper, opposite me. I had an evening paper, 
which occupied me about as far as Bromley. Then I took out Huxley’s 
book from my greatcoat pocket and began to read it. By the time we 
reached Swanley, I had read 8 pages and was then interested enough 
to be considerably annoyed when I found that the next few pages had 
not been cut. So I opened my greatcoat, put my hand down into the 
left pocket of my coat, and felt for my knife to cut the pages with. 
Then a curious feeling came over me. The knife did not feel like my 
knife at all. I drew it out, and found firmly attached to the metal 
half-ring of the leather case enclosing it a white metallic C which 
effectually closed the case (see Fig. 4). I realized at once that it was 
the C which had been lost 11 days before from the notice board of the 
ground floor of 16 Queensberry Place and the loss of which had been 
generally attributed to “ Dracu.” 
(Signed) R. J. Tittyarp. 


APPENDIX D 


MR. NOEL JAQUIN’S REPORT ON THE IMPRINTS OF 
ELEONORE ZUGUN’S HANDS, TAKEN 
OCTOBER 21st, 1926 
{Mr. Noel Jaquin, who has made a study of hands and finger prints, asked per- 


mission to take imprints of Eleonore’s hands. ‘This was granted and Mr. Jaquin’s 
report appears below. The imprints are reproduced in Fig. 5.—Ed.] 


The long fingers indicate a thoughtful disposition, but owing to 
the thickness at the base this predisposition for thought has not been 
used. ‘The girl is quick and shrewd, she takes very quick likes and dis- 
likes to personalities through intuition; this is very highly developed. 
The mentality is good but there is a marked lacking of concentration, 
it is a matter of great difficulty to keep the mind fixed on one idea or 
thing for very long. The imagination is also very highly developed. 

The imprints prove that the mentality of Eleonore is abnormal. 


Her nervous system is very “ highly strung,” there is a great deal of 


nervous vitality or “ psychic ” force shown and her mental condition 



































Figure 5 
Imprints of Eleonore Ziugun’s Hands. A, Right Hand; B, Left Hand. Taken by 
Mr. Noel Jaquin at the National Laboratory of Psychical Research 
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is such that this is beyond her control; that is, this magnetic energy 
is not used by the mind normally. 

In my opinion, the nervous vitality or “ psychic ” force in Eleonore 
Zagun, instead of being used by her own personality is being used by 
some order of discarnate being—a discarnate intelligence of a low 
order. 

The “ stigmatic ” phenomena are, I believe, produced by the sub- 
conscious action of her own mentality operating through this very 
highly strung nervous system. Certainly, I do not consider that these 
markings have anything to do with actual discarnate entities though 
they are produced through “ psychic force.” 


(Signed) Noe. Jaquin. 


A VERSATILE MEDIUM 


By MAY C. WALKER 


My first psychic experiences on this, my third visit to America, 
began rather unexpectedly while on a visit to an old friend, Mrs. A. L. 
Sinclair, whom I first met in 1915 at the Society for Psychical Research 
in New York, where she was filling temporarily the position of Mr. 
R. H. Greaves, the corresponding secretary for the Society, who was 
at that time in England for a few weeks. 

I found that Mrs. Sinclair was not only greatly interested in 
psychic work but that she had herself had remarkable experiences at 
times since childhood and had been from her earliest remembrance 
clairaudient and to some extent clairvoyant. 

During my stay in New York Mrs. Sinclair and I did a good deal 
of psychic investigation with various mediums. That she was highly 
mediumistic herself I had good reason to know as I had a number of 
ouija-board sittings with her, during which, without my hand on the 
board, she gave correct names and other information that could not 
have come to her through any normal means. Since then we have 
kept up an interesting correspondence; and when I contemplated my 
present journey to America for psychic investigation I received, in 
addition to an invitation from Dr. Crandon to stay at his house for 
sittings with the well-known medium Margery, another to visit Mrs. 
Sinclair and her friend, Mrs. Helen Patten, with whom she is living, 
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and I went to them at once after my arrival in Quebec on September 
third. 

I found them in a charming country cottage at Lochmere near the 
White Mountains in beautiful New Hampshire, and spent a most de- 
lightful week with my two kind hostesses. My stay could not be longer 
as I had arranged to attend the International Philosophical Congress 
at Harvard September 13 to 17. But into this week was crammed 
not only much discussion of interesting subjects and reminiscences on 
both sides but also each evening many different kinds of psychic phe- 
nomena, both mental with ouija board or in trance, and physical, for 
which: I also induced Mrs. Sinclair to sit in her normal state; a phase 
of mediumship which since her poltergeist phenomena ceased years ago 
(described by Mr. Hereward Carrington in his “ Problems of Psychical 
Research ”) she had encouraged but little. 

The results we obtained, even on the first occasion, convinced me 
that in Mrs. Sinclair there has been lost to science a sensitive who 
under proper development might have become as powerful a medium as 
the Schneider brothers or Frau Silbert. She preferred, however, to 
remain practically unknown, devoting her gifts to private mental 
psychic work with personal friends for the past eleven years. Mrs. 
Sinclair is a cultured, intelligent woman, rather past middle age; she 
is interested in all intellectual subjects, having much critical faculty 
and perhaps an unreasonable, if somewhat natural dread, of being 
publicly known as a medium, and of being suspected of fraud and 
made the center of controversy. 

The physical phenomena we experienced included strong vibra- 
tions and the rapid revolving and tipping of a heavy mahogany round 
dining table on which Mrs. Sinclair, Mrs. Patten and I lightly laid, our 
hands, palms downward. On the first occasion this took place in broad 
daylight. In the evening the same happened in red light and in addt- 
tion loud raps sounded from the center of the table, the medium’s 
feet and hands being clearly visible. The raps replied to questions by 
a code. 


With a small square oak table in another room we got violent move- 


ments, rocking to and fro, and dancing in time to. the gramophone in 
white electric light. Attempts to get a levitation of table failed until 
the light was extinguished, the table then rising off the floor to a height 
of seven or eight inches upon ten occasions during three sittings. On 
several of these occurrences the hands and feet of the medium were con- 
trolled by Mrs. Patten and myself. We sat also for telekinesis in red 
light around the table on which was placed a handkerchief and at times 
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a small hand bell. There were movements of the handkerchief but not 
under satisfactory control and they must therefore be disregarded. 
Strange whistling sounds were repeatedly heard in various parts of 
the room and cold breezes were felt on our feet and hands. On the red 
light being extinguished the table moved without contact outside the 
circle underneath the linked hands of the medium and Mrs. Patten, and 
the handkerchief was found to have been thrown on the floor on the far 
side of the table, which was what was asked should be done. 

Mrs. Sinclair’s control for physical phenomena claims to be an 
Irish personality by the name of Pat. He is extremely lively and open 
to flattery; and on my expressing my admiration and appreciation of 
his powers the table rubbed itself against my knees almost caressing 
them as if it was a dog rubbing its nose against me. Like the Willie and 
Rudi Schneider controls he responds to encouraging words such as 
splendid,” “ well done, Pat,” and makes valiant attempts 
to do what is asked of him. The two controls for mental trance phe- 
nomena are, on the other hand, more serious, purporting to be a 
Frenchman and his young sister who speak in broken English inter- 
spersed with many French expressions and without a trace of Ameri- 


can accent through Mrs. Sinclair’s own lips answering questions and 


99 «#66 


* bravo, 


giving occasionally instances of prevision, many of which, in the past, 
have been proved true. 

Mrs. Sinclair shows the same characteristics of trance state as most 
other mediums. Mrs. Patten and I hold each hand; in a few moments 
she “* falls asleep,” the expression of her face changes, the control an- 
nounces his or her presence, one giving place to the other during the 
trance. After about an hour’s talk they bid us good night, Mrs. 
Sinclair awakes with a series of jerks and twitches, we call her by name 
and by degrees she is once more normal. 

On some occasions the controls are able to bring, upon request, 
other personalities known and recognized by the sitters. It is not my 
purpose in this article to discuss any particular hypothesis concern- 
ing this mental phenomena but I must admit that this is done in a most 
dramatic and convineing manner. 

Mrs. Sinclair does not do automatic writing apart from the ouija- 
board and the only psychic manuscript that she has transcribed was 
dictated to her clairaudiently, purporting to come from and through 
children, whose voices she hears; and this has not yet been published. 

I think it is not often that so many different phases of mediumship 
such as clairvoyance, clairaudience, psychometry, trance speaking, 
prevision and the various forms of physical phenomena are presented 
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in one medium. So far I have not been able to persuade Mrs. Sinclair 
to make her gifts available for the cause of science, though I have hopes 
that she may yet change her mind, but she is contemplating writing a 
full account of her experiences for some Psychic Journal. 


INTERNATIONAL NOTES 


BY HARRY PRICE 
Foreign Research Officer, American Society for Psychical Research 
(Series Eighteen) 


Dr. A. Baron von Schrenck-Notzing has just sent me a long letter 
which is, unfortunately, full of bad news. The Baron says that th: 
reason why Willy Schneider’s phenomena have been so poor during 


the last twelve months is because it has now been discovered that the 
medium is far from well. Baron Schrenck had already noticed that 


Willy had sporadic fits of coughing, with periodical rises in tempera- 


ture and a high pulse-rate, accompanied by perspiration. The Baron 
had him x-rayed and the photograph showed a slight affection of the 
left lung. There is no doubt, says my correspondent, that the seat 
of the trouble has been in existence—and spreading—for some years, 
and has been a constant hindrance to his physical development—which 
could then only proceed satisfactorily during his holidays, or while 
resting. Baron Schrenck says that during the youth’s stay in London 
two years ago he was not well, owing to the damp, foggy climate of 
England: this would explain in some measure why the phenomena 
were so poor during his visit to England. Willy hopes to take his 
dental examination in February, after which he must go into a sana 
torium for an attempted complete cure. 

In the same letter the Baron informed me that Professor Gruber, 
of Munich, is seriously ill. This I knew, as Dr. Gruber recently wrote 
me that he had’ undergone an operation for appendicitis: I under- 
stand that he is now on the road to recovery. The third item of bad 
news in Baron Schrenck’s letter is to the effect that soon after the 
Countess Wassilko left London after her visit to the National Labora- 
tory she was taken ill in Berlin and had to enter a hospital in that 
city. I have not yet heard what the Countess is suffering from. 

* * * # * 
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Plans are now completed and details settled for the holding of the 
Third International Congress of Psychical Research which will be 
held in Paris from September 26th to October 2d, 1927. Dr. Eugéne 
Osty is the secretary of the Paris Congress. It will be remembered 
that the first Congress was held in Copenhagen in 1921, the second in 
Warsaw in 1923. The subjects to be discussed are telekinesis, tele- 
plasm, telepathy, clairvoyance, psychometry, physics in relation to 
psychical research, human radiations, laboratory procedure (tech- 
nique, instruments, etc.) terminology, and the general procedure of 
this and future Congresses. Accredited members of the Congress are 
invited to read papers (which must not be of more than 20 minutes’ 
duration) on germane subjects, which must be in the English, French, 
or German languages. 

The invitations to take part in the Congress are strictly personal 
and are issued by the various national committees. Full particulars 
concerning the Third International Congress are given in the Revue 
Métapsychique for September—October, 1926. 

* %* * * * 

A new psychical research society has been formed in Rumania. 
Professor Richet is Honorary President, with Dr. Levon Mirahorian as 
acting President. Dr. Aurel Voina is secretary. The founders and 
active members of the new society are principally medical men who 
have formed themselves into a body for the study of psychical research 
and collateral subjects. The headquarters of the society are, I 
believe, at the University of Cluj (Klausernburg). 

* * . + * 


Harold Evans, the pseudo-medium whose amusing antics I de 
scribed in a recent Note * has now been caught red-handed by a Sunday 
newspaper which is “ featuring ” a number of stunt articles concerning 
spiritualism. A committee of assorted “ experts” was formed and at 
the third séance with Harold they decided that a little more light on 


the subject would be advantageous so at a prearranged signal they 
flashed their electric torches on the pirouetting “ Sister Catharine ” 
who, in accordance with the usual procedure of “ her ” 
“fainted.” The séance was held at the house of Miss Estelle Stead. 
According to the paper” “ the conditions laid down included pitch- 
black darkness in the séance room, the holding of hands, the playing 
of a loud musical-box, and the request that the figure should not be 


sex promptly 





1 This Journal, September, 1926, p. 563. 
2 Sunday Chronicle, October 31st, 1926, p. 1. 
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touched or interfered with in any way.” Having, apparently, agreed 
to these conditions, the circle promptly broke them. Dr. Tillyard 
and myself could have done this at the séance we attended, but we pre- 
ferred to keep our word. I will not attempt to discuss the ethics of 
séance procedure, but I can easily imagine the genuine medium fighting 
shy of this particular circle in the future. The following is a descrip- 
tion of the exposure: 

“ Before the séance began, the Committee was invited by Miss 
Stead to search the medium. The search, however, included only the 
running the hands over the medium’s clothing, and the examination of 
his pockets and trousers. He was not asked to strip, although he ex- 
pressed his perfect readiness to do so. Two pocket handkerchiefs, 
one neatly folded, were found in his pockets, but he explained their 
presence by declaring that he was suffering from a bad cold. After 
his exposure both were found on the floor in a soiled condition.” 

The binding of the medium was then carried out by two of the 
investigators. I pointed out in the Note already cited that I was asked 
to bind this medium but refused on the grounds that it is a physical 
impossibility to bind a person properly with a single piece of rope 
which has only two ends, one of which is speedily used up, making the 
remaining knots merely slip-knots. The report continues: 

“A second before the light was turned off Evans uttered a warning. 
‘If the figure that may materialize is touched or interfered with it 
may be a serious matter for me. In all probability I will leave the 
body if such a thing happens.’ The room was then plunged into dark- 
ness, and immediately were heard the clucking noises which are a fea- 
ture of Evans’s séances and which were explained by Miss Stead on 
a previous occasion, as denoting that the spirits were drawing ecto- 
plasm from his body. The usual phenomena observable at Evans’s 
séances then took place, voices spoke, bells tinkled, and finally the 
draped figure of Sister Catharine appeared. At the prearranged signal 
a member of the Committee rose to his feet and moved towards the 
figure, torches flashed out, the electric light was switched on, and the 
great Evans myth was over. In the glare of light Evans, draped in a 


white overall, was seen staggering back towards his chair, clutching 
at his vestments as though attempting to tear them from him. He 
fell to the floor, pretending to be in a swoon but the doctors present 
examined and tested him, and pronounced him to be shamming. Later 
Evans offered to give up mediumship for the end of his life if the 
Sunday Chronicle would drop the whole matter. ‘This is the end of 
the world for me,’ he said.” 
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Evans was in his stockinged feet, and his shirt (probably his under 
shirt) sleeves were rolled up, leaving his arms bare to the elbow. His 
coat was on the floor, and the rope with which he had been bound was 
lying in a tangled heap about his chair. He was in “a white flowing 
garment.” Though the report does not state this, Evans had proba- 
ably removed his white shirt, and put it over his other clothes. Or 
|” might have been handed to him by a confederate. With 
his sleeves rolled up and his two handkerchiefs draped round his head 


and face—faintly visible by means of a luminous plaque which he 


the * overal 


carried—it is not inconceivable that the hyper-imaginative should 
think they were gazing at the renowned “ Sister Catharine,” “ like a 
pale martyr in his shirt of fire.” For all that, it is very extraordi- 
nary how this man has imposed on the credulous. The only explana- 
tion seems to be that these people have never seen genuine phenomena. 
Until the spiritualists sit under real controlling conditions, men like 
Moss and Evans will always be found ready to impose upon them. 
What I cannot understand is why it took the “ experts ” three séances 
to discover what Dr. Tillyard and myself found out in three minutes. 
As an example of Evans’s brazen audacity, I will quote from an 
account of a séance recorded recently in a psychic paper. The writer is 
a lady and it would be ungallant of me to reveal her name; she is prob- 
ably now enjoying the joke as much as anyone. In the course of her 
account she says: “The figure to show itself was Sister Catharine. 
I had no idea materializations could be so beautiful! She went round 
the circle holding up an oblong cardboard as a reflector of light. 
After passing round the circle, she returned to me, placed an arm 
round my shoulders, thereby bringing her face within a few inches of 
my own, and made the sound of a kiss. There was such a feeling of 
love and goodwill in the gesture that I longed to return it, but 
naturally abstained.” This must have been on one of Harold’s onion- 
less days! I have been in correspondence with Evans since his exposure 
and am trying to induce him to relate some of his adventures for 
publication in this Journal. In his reply to me he states that he has 
had several offers from various “ press people.” He naively con- 
tinues: “Ido not need publicity, as, throughout my mediumship my 
one desire was to do my work for the ‘ Cause of Truth.’” Harold is 
not only a humbug, but a humorist to boot. There is no truth in the 
statement that Evans is going into vaudeville with the songscena 
“QO! Katharina.” 
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In the same issue of the Swnday Chronicle are given particulars of 
some experiments with Mrs. Deane, the spirit photographer of Ceno- 
taph fame. ‘Two sittings were held, one under rigid test conditions. 
The report says (p. 7): “ On photographic plates purchased by the 
editor of the Sunday Chronicle, and never out of his possession, except 
when placed in the camera by the medium, nothing appeared except 
a number of splashes like rain and a curious blob more like a plate of 
macaroni than anything else. On one of a packet of plates supplied 
by Miss Estelle Stead for a second sitting, and handed to me a few 
minutes before the séance took place, appeared a very clear extra 
in the shape of a man’s face. It was pointed out to Miss Stead that 
the almost negative result of the first sitting and the remarkably good 
result of the second when she supplied the plates might give rise to 
grave suspicion. Her reply was: ‘ You must trust me. The plates 
in question were never out of my possession until they were handed to 
you before the sitting. That I can swear.’ ” 

At the time of these experiments Professor Low produced by 
X-rays an image on a photographic plate in a sealed box in the manner 
described by me in this Journal.* The plates which were supplied by 
Miss Stead are commented upon by Professor Low in the followi 
terms: 


o 
ig 


“So far as I can judge the camera was perfectly normal. Just 
before we sat for the photograph the medium, in reply to a question I 
put to her, said that it had taken many years to magnetize her appa- 
ratus. One does not magnetize cameras, however, for the excellent 
reason that such a feat cannot be performed. We were then informed 
that when people came with their own plates results were seldom ob- 
tained. In my opinion the seals on the packet supplied were not 
intact, but it is impossible to be too definite on such a difficult point. 
The first plate selected adhered to its fellows by the usual strip of 
collodion, and the paper spreaders were still in place. Nothing 
happened to these two plates. 

* When, however, Mrs. Deane came to use the next two plates in 
the packet I found, on examining them, that, unlike the former two, 
there was no stickiness, and they were quite loose. It was after this 
discovery that I passed the message to my colleague. The absence 
of stickiness suggested to me that in some way these two plates had 
become separated at some time or other. It struck me as peculiar also 


that when we came to sit for the photograph my colleague, Mr. Wilson, 





3 Psychic Photography, etc. November, 1925, p. 633. 











; of 


no- 
ns. 
the 
ept 
ept 
» of 
lied 
few 
tra 
hat 
ood 

to 
utes 
| to 


by 
her 
by 


i 
Ing 


ust 
yn I 
|pa- 
lent 
med 
ob- 
not 
int. 


WO, 
this 
nce 
had 
also 


son, 





INTERNATIONAL NOTES 59 


was asked to take up a position lower down.* This is precisely what 
one would have expected if room had to be made for an ‘ extra.’ I was 
not surprised when the spirit image developed with such facility as 
to suggest that it had been over-exposed in relation to the remaining 
part of the photograph.” The message which Professor Low says he 
sent out to his colleague read: “ I think the miracle will be O.K. this 
time. Just you see.” And it was! 

Some few months ago a member of the National Laboratory in- 
formed us that she thought she could arrange for us a séance with 
Mrs. Deane. Our member put before us some conditions which were 
more or less acceptable and we looked forward to some experiments 
under reasonable conditions of control. When recently our secretary 
wrote to Mrs. Deane in order to make definite arrangements we received 
the following letter which arrived on November 8th, though it is dated 
the 9th (Is this a phenomenon?): “I could not any way make ar- 
rangements with Mr. Harry Price. He does not trust me and I do 
not trust him. What good do you think could come of it? Away back 
in the summer I was asked by one of your members if I would be willing 
to give a sitting at 16 Queensberry Place. I said ‘ yes’ under certain 
conditions one of which was that the sitting took place in my slack 
time which was the last week in July and the whole of August. I heard 
no more so thought the sitting was off. Now I am much too busy to 
take any fresh sittings. Yours truly, A. E. Deane.” It was news to 
us that she would sit at the laboratory only “ by thinking on fantastic 
Summer’s heat ” as Shakespeare put it. Did she make this offer be- 
rause she knew that most psychic organizations are closed and every- 
one away during the end of July and August? If she will give me a 
sitting in the “ dog days ” why not “ in winter when the dismal rain,” 
ete.? O, Inconsistency, thy name is woman! 


Two interesting lectures have been delivered at the National Labo- 
ratory since I wrote last month’s Notes. On October 12th, the 
Countess Wassilko gave a talk, with lantern slides, on the “ Early 
History and Phenomena of Eleonore Zigun,” which attracted a large 
attendance. 

On October 19th Professor Dr. Hans Thirring, professor of 
theoretical physics, Vienna University, gave a Vice-Presidential ad- 
dress on “ The Position of Science towards Psychical Research.” 
There was a large and distinguished audience which included Susan, 


4A similar request was made to me in the classic Hope séance. 





60 INTERNATIONAL NOTES 


Countess of Malmesbury, Sir Richard Gregory, editor of Nature, Sir 
Horace Plunkett, Lord Charles Hope, Professor A. O. Rankine (of the 
Imperial College of Science), and Dr. Fournier d’Albe. Dr. A. J. 
Tillyard, F.R.S., presided. 

** My own position towards the matter three years ago,” said Dr. 
Thirring, “ was exactly that of the average scientist; that is to say, a 
position of ignorance of the serious literature on the subject and com- 
plete incredulity as to the claims of the psychists.” Dr. Thirring had 
a number of sittings with Willy Schneider which impressed him very 
much. 

Dr. Thirring gave a detailed account of investigations which had 
been made at the Physical Institute of Vienna University in 1924 and 
1925 with two mediums producing telekinetic phenomena. He con- 
fessed that after working with one of the best living mediums he had 
not been fully convinced of the genuine character of the phenomena, 
but that he considered the probability of the real existence of such 
phenomena to be much greater than is generally realized by scientists. 
On the basis of his personal experiences he gave a criticism of the 
mistakes which are made on both sides and which are responsible to a 
large degree for the bad relations between science and psychical re- 
search. He pointed out that the question of psychical phenomena is 
generally treated in a too superficial way by scientists—all arguments 
against the reality of these phenomena being accepted without exami 
nation while the positive arguments are scarcely listened to on account 
of the apparent absurdity of the phenomena. In no other branch of 
experimental work would it be admissible for a man gathering his 
information merely from gossip or from newspaper reports to pass 
judgment on a theory—though that is often enough the method 
adopted in dealing with psychical research. On the other hand, the 
mistake of being too enthusiastic and too uncritical is frequently made 
by some investigators. From mere opposition to exaggerated scepti 
cism they become too credulous and allow swindlers to deceive them, 
thereby discrediting the case for psychical research still further. 
Professor Thirring suggested that an understanding between science 
and psychical research might be established on the basis of mutual re 
spect for the opinion of the other. Dr. Thirring concluded with the 
opinion that when the psychical investigator is attacking the problem 
with the scientific methods which are provided for in the National 
Laboratory it might be hoped that a closer rapprochement between the 
two positions would be forthcoming. 


* # * & * 
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The controversy, science versus psychical research, which has been 
raging in the pages of Nature these few months, shows no sign of 
abating. It will be remembered that it originated through Dr. Till- 
yard describing his experiences with Stella C. at the National Labora- 
tory. In the issue of October 23d, Dr. Tillyard makes short work 
of the arguments of Sir Bryan Donkin, Mr. Campbell Swinton, etc., 
who will persist in mixing up spiritualism and psychical research. 
Dr. Tillyard says: 

* That psychical research and spiritualism are not at all the same 
thing can be easily demonstrated, I think, if we take the cases of two 
famous exponents of psychical research already more or less dis- 
cussed in these letters. I refer to Lodge and Richet. Both are ad- 
mittedly psychical researchers of the first rank. Lodge is also a 
spiritualist, having come to the conclusion that survival is proved from 
his interpretation of the facts of psychical research. Richet, admit- 
ting the truth of the same set of facts, but interpreting them from a 
very different viewpoint, is still a kind of ‘ super-materialist ’ abso- 
lutely and irrevocably opposed to the spiritualistic hypothesis, which 
he holds is disproved by some of the very facts of psychical research! 
Could anything be plainer, then, than that psychical research and 
spiritualism are two entirely different things? . . . What are we 
to think of those who confuse a line of experimental research with one 
of the hypothetical conclusions which in the opinion of only a portion 
of the researchers, arises out of it?” 

Sir Oliver Lodge, in the issue of Nature dated October 30th makes 
some pertinent remarks on the discussion: 

* Nicknames,” says Sir Oliver, “ are seldom exhilarating or wel- 
come, especially when intended to be contemptuous, so the question 
raised whether Professor Richet can rightly be bracketed with Crookes 
and Lodge as a ‘ spiritist ’ seems a barren one, but it may be used as a 
peg for some general remarks. None of the three would like the term; 
all would prefer to be regarded as gropers in a tangled region off the 
obvious track, but only one of the three would resent the term as 
definitely erroneous. 

**T suppose it is generally admitted that there are facts requiring 
explanation. If the facts are all explicable in terms of human duplic- 
ity, the only branch of science to which they can be of the smallest 
interest will be anthropology or abnormal psychology or psychiatry. 
But if any of the facts are what we may call for brevity ‘ real,’ they 
are bound to be sooner or later of importance—even of great impor- 
tance—not only to psychology but to physiology also, and perhaps to 
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humanity at large. All three of the above-mentioned protagonists 
have gradually come to believe that this is so, in opposition to many 
of their colleagues who are still laboring under the delusion of undiluted 
fraud. 

“May I assume for the moment that some of the unpalatable or 
undigested facts are real, in the sense that when understood they will 
lead to an extension of natural knowledge? We now require a working 
hypothesis wherewith to tackle them. The particular hypothesis em- 
ployed as a tentative clue is comparatively of small importance; and if 
any onlookers are unwise enough to elevate such vague notions to the 
rank of a theory, they can scarcely be aware of the high status 
required of a scientific theory 


. 
. 


A working hypothesis is an elastic 
thing, or rather a living and growing thing; parts can be shed, parts 
may become consolidated, while other parts may shoot out new growths 
and bud amazingly, but all are variable; and various hypotheses may 
be favored at different times and by different people. 

** Of the hypotheses so far tried to account for strange happenings, 
one group of scientific men ejaculate ‘fraud’; another set try what 
they can do with ‘ ectoplasm ’; while a small group, in sympathy with 
these last, try to go further, and postulate unrecognized intelligences ; 
so this last group may be represented as murmuring $ spirit.’ But 
none of these hypotheses is an explanation: indeed, only the first class 
imagine that they have an explanation, though if they press it with 
‘are and patience, they will find it often does not work. Let us give 
the other two a moment’s chance. 

° By ectoplasm, Richet and his group mean a mass of protoplasmic 
material, emanating under exceptional conditions from the human 
body, and endowed with singular and unexpected properties; no more 
astonishing in themselves than the properties exhibited by an egg, or 
indeed any other form of living tissue, but unusual in location and also 
unusual in the apparently temporary character of the result. Like 
muscle, ectoplasm is controlled by \atelligence and can exert force, but 
unlike muscle it extrudes itself beyond the normal periphery of the 
familiar organism. Like a placenta or an egg or a pupa, it exhibits a 
formative power, being able to manipulate itself or other substances 
into organized forms; but, unlike the forms to which we have grown 


accustomed, these are singularly evanescent. Nevertheless, while they 


last they act in an intelligent way, and are as subservient to control 
as, let us say, a dog. Such are among the facts testified to by Richet, 
Schrenck-Notzing, Morselli, and other continental investigators. 


“If we grant all or any of this, merely for the sake of the discus- 
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sion—for facts are not established by citation of authority—the ques- 
tion arises, What is the control? Is it the unconscious mind of the 
person from whom the substance emanates—naturally the first and 
easiest idea—or does it represent the intervention and activity of some 
intelligence not obviously and in perceptible form present? The three 
men mentioned above, though sometimes bracketed together, might 
take different views. I venture to say that their views, whatever they 
are, must at the present stage be so crude as to be scientifically almost 
negligible. The facts alone are important; it is these that, granted 
their genuineness, need far more investigation. In that opinion they 
all agree. ‘Time enough for a theory when we know more. 





** In fairness, however, let me go on to excuse, and in some sort 
justify by an analogy, the third kind of working hypothesis here 
briefly labelled spirit. Consider the reaction of a race of secluded but 
intelligent aborigines to whom there comes a rumor from one or two 
of their number, about things quite inconceivable and absurd—x-rays, 
let us say, or telephones, or radio telegraphy. At first utterly skepti- 
cal, they may denounce and expel the heretic; but if, nevertheless, the 
rumor is persisted in by successive generations, and supported by 
some whose observations are generally treated with respect, some 
working hypothesis becomes necessary. Delusion is the simplest 
notion; the idea of corporeal emanations and vibrations is more 
troublesome, but may be made to look impressive and materialistic ; 
while the hypothesis of the existence of a hitherto unsuspected race of 
white men, to whose activity the phenomena are due, would probably be 
stigmatized as a degrading superstition. Whatever it is, it is certainly 
not a theory of x-rays, or of telegraphy; and yet the suggested clue 
that these incredible things are the work of unknown intelligent opera- 
tors has, in this case, an element of something that would ultimately 
lead to an explanation. It may be sneered at as superstitious, but 
cannot rationally be stigmatized as false. 

*So also the hypothesis popularly associated with the term 
‘spirit ’ though it is not a theory of either apparitions or telepathy or 
telekinesis, yet in so far as it contains any element of truth—that is 
the crux—it may be the beginning of what will ultimately constitute 
a new branch of science. It may be only the first rung of a ladder; 
yet, if we follow our leaders and begin to climb, who knows what un- 
earthly region may be ultimately scaled! Science is young: the 
human race may reasonably be expected to continue on this planet for 


several million years; so it would be rather dull, as well as unlikely, if 
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man’s outlook on the universe, and his realm of natural knowledge, 
should always conform to the orthodoxy of A.D. 1926.” 
* . + * * 

Dr. R. J. Tillyard, F.R.S., the eminent biologist who has been 
touring the world, studying the progress of economic entomology on 
behalf of the New Zealand Government, has been formally accredited to 
the Imperial Conference, and owing to his important work on various 
committees has had to postpone his departure for home. He will 
probably leave for New Zealand before the New Year. 

* * * * * 

After an eventful visit during which some excellent phenomena were 
observed, Countess Wassilko and Eleonore Zigun left for Berlin on 
Sunday, October 24th. The report of the experiments which were con- 
ducted at the National Laboratory of Psychical Research is being 
published in these pages. 

+ + * * ~ 

Mrs. Champion de Crespigny, the spiritualist and authoress, has 
founded a new circle (which she calls the “ Psychic Science Circle ”) 
at the Lyceum Club, a well-known London club for women. It is inter- 


esting to note—as she informed a Morning Post correspondent—that 
she is making every effort to ensure “ that the activities of the circle 


should be scientific and not hysterical, as so many of these affairs were 


inclined to be.’’ 


BUSINESS NOTICES 


Previously acknowledged $1,564.34 
December 22d, 1926. Miss Irene Putnam 200.00 
November 5th, 1926. 180.00 

$1,944.34 
Expended in Research tis 356.73 


Balance on hand *¥ $1,587.61 





